Baptist  aid  will  center 
on  evangelism,  Bibles 


Senior  Adult  Day:  May  6 

Carolyn  and  Lou  Hendrix  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  enjoy  spending  time  together  on  com¬ 
mon  hobbies.  Active  members  of  Pittsburgh  Baptist  Church,  the  Hendrixes  typify  the 
theme  for  Senior  Adult  Day  1990,  "Transitions  in  Mature  Marriage.”  Senior  Adult  Da^ 
suggested  for  observance  May  6  on  the  SoutiTei::^^;^a|Ca||apiyMWeBlCjW  I 
sporisored  by  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board^QIlPl^millwRnr 
by  Jim  Veneman.  itaoAWM  ua  AT 


Man 


or  woman 


J^^U^nlssioAiSBC 
Nashville,  TenneKse 


BUDAPEST,  Hungary  (BP)  —  The  $1  million  ap¬ 
propriation  approved  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board  for  work  in  Eastern  Europe  will  be  used 
mainly  fw  direct  evangelism,  evangelistic  materials,  and 
Bibles. 

li:^  board  administrators  worked  out  general  outlines 
of  the  aid  pn^am  during  a  two^y  meeting  in  early 
March  in  Budapest,  Hungary,  with  Baptist  represen¬ 
tatives  from  seven  E)astem  European  countries.  SpeciHcs 
of  the  aid  will  be  completed  by  Southern  Baptist 
representatives  in  the  months  ahead  as  they  consult  with 
Baptist  leaders. 

The  board  also  is  exploring  ways  to  use  additional 
funds  in  Elastem  Europe  donated  by  Southern  Baptists 
for  hunger  relief.  That  includes  a  plan  announced  earlier 
for  $1  million  in  hunger  and  a  medical  assistance  in 
Romania. 

financial  help  for  evangelism  will  be 
HBW^KEPfcssible.  by  sending  Souuiem  Baptists 
^^rjUaShort-term  personnel,  particularly  workers 
speak  an  Elastem  European  language.  More 


than  $500,000  in  additional  needs  were  identified  for  later 
response  as  funds  become  available,  said  Keith  Parker, 
the  board’s  director  for  Europe. 

“Many  opportunities  for  short-term  service  will  be 
develop^  in  coming  months,  including  needs  for  con¬ 
struction  terms,  partnership  missions  teams  to  do 
evangelism,  and  others,”  said  Parker. 

Foreign  Mission  Board  President  R.  Keith  Parks  was 
accompanied  to  the  Budapest  meeting  by  s^ral 
members  of  the  agency’s  Global  Strategy  Group,  which 
oversees  mission  work  in  117  countries,  and  ad¬ 
ministrators  and  representatives  involved  with  work  in 
Eastern  Europe. 

Southern  Baptist  help  in  Eastern  Europe,  Parks  said, 
will  be  based  on  biblical  principles  and  focused  on 
evangelism  that  results  in  churches. 

Bibles  continue  to  be  the  biggest  need  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  where  editions  in  50  languages  are  needed,  said 
Gregwi  Komendan^  newly  elecbkl  president  of  the  Union 
of  Evangelical  Christians-Baptists  there  “Our  priority 
No.  1  is  increasing  religious  literature,”  he  said. 


The  issue  is,  ‘Has  God  called  you?’ 
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“What  difference  would  it  make  in  your  life  compelled  to  seek  God’s  face  and  ^dance  She 
if  you  really  believed  in  the  resurrection  of  said,  “I’ve  never  had  a  problem  with  women  in 
Jesus  Christ?  And  I’m  here  to  tell  you  this  mor-  ministp'  as  I  was,  bemuse  I  knew  God  had 
ning  that  the  impact  of  the  reality  of  the  resur-  commissioned  me  But  I  was  having  a  (xtiblem 
rection  on  my  life  is  the  primary  reason  I  do  'with  their  problem.” 

what  I  do.”  With  these  words  Ann  Graham  Lotz  While  seeking,  she  again  received  God’s  af- 
opened  her  message  to  an  audience  of  about  250  Hrmation  through  scripture,  and  further  sought 
in  Southeastern  Seminary’s  Appleby  Chapel.  understanding  from  him  atxxit  her  teaching  or 
Mrs.  Lotz,  the  dau^ter  of  BiUy  Graham,  was  preaching  before  men.  She  said,  “Lord,  for  my 

invited  Steve  Griffith,  president  of  the  stu-  own  information,  and  for  the  information  of 

dent  organization.  Conservative  Evangelical  other^  what  about  I  Timothy  2 ;  12?  Can  ^  give 

Fellowship,  to  speak  on  the  topic  of  “Women  in  some  insight  there  because  I  know  I  will  be  ask- 

Ministry.’'^.  Grifnth  said,  “CEF  brought  Mrs.  ed?  And  this  is  what  the  Lord  gave  me  I  bdieve 

Lotz  to  campus  because  of  her  reputation  as  a  God  has  reveled  to  me  that  has  forbidden 
prayer  warrior  and  a  biblically-based  teacher,  me  to  hold  a  ixisition  of,  for  instance,  a  senior 

It  really  had  little  to  do  with  the  fact  that  her  pastor  in  a  church,  or  to  be  on  a  board  of 

father  is  Billy  Graham.  We  knew  that  she  would  deacons  or  elders  where  I  would  be  in  a  posi- 
be  trustworthy  on  the  subject.  We  also  knew  tion  of  authwity  over  men,  making  decisions, 
that  whatever  she  said  on  “women  in  ministry”  enforcing  discipline  that  puts  me  in  authority 

the  focus  would  be  Jesus  Christ.”  over  them.  So  I  feel  fOTbidden  by  God  to  take 

Mrs.  Lotz  sptAe  from  John  chapter  20,  verses  on  a  position  like  that.” 

17  and  18.  She  told  the  crowd,  “I  feel  more  com-  She  explained  additionally,  “When  I  speak, 

fortable  with  your  Bibles  open  and  I’ll  be  refer-  if  I  speak  with  authority,  it  is  the  authority  of 

ring  to  passages  from  John,  Matthew,  and  also  the  &riptures,  it’s  the  authcMity  of  the  Holy 

Ep^ians.”  She  explained  that  she  felt  her  Sf^t.  But  I  stand  before  you  unashatned,  simp- 

authority  was  biblically  based.  Throughout  her  ly  a  woman,  not  with  authmity,  a  woman  under 

message  she  cited  the  example  given  when  authority,  a  woman  under  the  authoritv  of  my 

Jesus  s^nt  Mary  Magdalene  to  tell  his  disciples  Lord,  under  the  authority  ot  my  husband,  under 

that  he  was  alive  after  his  resurrection.  She  the  authority  of  my  pastor,  under  the  authori- 

said,  “There  was  never  any  question  from  the  ty  in  this  particular  case  oi  Dr.  Drummond  and 

Hrst  minute  Steve  Griffith  called  me  I  knew  the  Steve  GrUfith  (President  of  (7EF).” 
message  would  be  on  the  resurrection;  that  is  She  told  the  audience,  “What  a  wonderful 

wlw  I’m  a  woman  in  ministry,  because  of  the  thing  to  be  commissioned  by  God,  to  give  out 

difference  it  makes  that  Jesus  is  real  and  he  the  news  that  Jesus  Christ  lives,  and  that  he 
is  alive.”  is  Lord!  God  forbid  that  anyone  should  ever  tell 

In  her  message  she  stated,  “I  believe  that  one  a  woman  that  she  can  not  preach,  that  she  can 

of  the  primary  things  wrong  with  the  churches  not  teach,  and  she  can  not  give  out  God’s  Word 

in  America  is  that  we  have  men  and  women  if  she  has  been  commission^!  The  issue  fw  me 

in  the  pulpit,  men  and  women  in  the  echelons  is.  not  whether  or  not  women  should  be  in 

of  the  seminary,  men  and  women  teaching  the  ministry.  The  issue  is  whether  those  in 

Bible,  and  they  have  never  been  called  of  God  ministry,  men  or  women,  have  been  called  by 

to  be  there!”  God  to  be  there” 

She  recounted  how  she  had  been  treated  har-  “I  would  challenge  you  to  acknowledge  that 
shly  in  one  of  her  early  speaking  engagements  women  as  well  as  men  can  be  under  compul-.. 
where  men  were  in  the  audience  Sie  said  sion.  Compelled  by  the  love  of  God,  locked  in 

several  men  in  the  audience  actually  turned  by  the  trutn  that  we  know,  as  we  live  in  his  world 

their  chair  backs  toward  her  to  let  her  know  that  we  have  to  give  verbal  expression,  not Just 

their  feeling  about  women  preaching.  to  our  faith,  but  to  our  faith  in  the  Word  of  (^. 

She  said  ^  returned  home  troubled,  feeling  And  I  seek  very  carefully  not  to  give  out  my  opi¬ 


nions  or  my  ideas,  I  seek  to  give  out  God’s  WcxxL  or  to  call  women  into  the  ministry.  Personally 
Everytime  I  speak,  I  will  ask  people  to  open  I  feel  that  God  has  called  me  to  give  out  his 
their  Bibles  that  I  might  give  out  his  Word.  I  Word  in  a  unique  way  so  that  people,  through 
believe  that  is  my  commission  as  a  woman  in  his  W^  can  hear  (iiod  speak  in  th^  own  lives, 
ministry.”'  in  their  own  hearts,  that  they  nii^t  know  God.” 

She  expressed  to  them  that  her  compulsion  I  feel  like  my  first  responsibility  is  my  fami- 
was  stn^.  She  said,  “I  think  Jeremiah  can  ly.  Certainly  my  husband,  certainly  my 
sum  up  how  I  feel  as  a  woman  in  ministry,  ‘His  diildren.  God  called  me  into  ministry.  If  I  am 
Word  is  in  my  heart  like  a  burning  fire,  shut  up  obedient  and  very  careful  to  follow  the  leading 
in  my  bones,  I  am  weary  of  holding  it  in,  indeed  of  the  Holy  Spirit  he  dovetails  the  twa” 

I  can  not,  indeed  I  will  not.’  ”  Mrs.  Lotz  said  that  she  started  her  present 

—  Speaking  to  the  men  in  the  crowd  she  stirred  speaking  ministry  after  much  prayer  and  Bi- 

them  as  she  said,  “I  chaUenge  you,  what  woman  ble  study.  She  said,  “Two  and  a  haR  years  ago 
do  you  know  in  ministry?  Will  you  have  lunch  I  established  what  I  believe  he  had  called  me 
with  her  today?  When  you  meet  her  in  a  class,  to  do  and  I  called  it  Angel  Ministries.  I  Called 
will  you  ask  het',  when  were  you  commission-  it  Angel  Ministries  because  angels  in  scripture 
ed  by  God  in  your  ministry?  If  she  answers  'are  messengers  of  God  or  servants  of  God,  the 
quite  honestly,  on  such  and  such  a  date,  from  psalmist  said,  that  "doest  his  pleasure”  and  an 
such  and  such  a  scripture  God  called  me  to  be  angel  never  went  anywhere,  except  he  was  sent; 
in  the  ministry,  then  what  will  you  do  to  en-  never  said  anything,  except  God  told  him  what 
courage  her  and  to  suf^rt  her  to  do  what  you  to  say.” 

can  to  see  that  she  cornices  fully  with  the  com-  “I  am  simply  to  go  where  he  sends  me,  and 
mission  she  has  been  given  tw  God?”  speak  to  the  people  he  puts  in  front  of  me,  and 

^  As  Mrs.  Lotz  spoke  ^  explained  what  she  ^ve  out  the  message  that  he  puts  on  my  heart, 
felt  was  the  heart  of  the  issue  for  anyone  in  So  it  requires  a  lot  ^  prayn*  to  determine  which 
ministry.  She  said  to  the  attentive  crowd,  “If  you  o(^rtunities  I  receive  are  from  him.” 
have  bran  commissioned  by  God  to  be  in  “As  far  as  women  being  in  minist^,  I  just  en- 
ministry,  I  will  encourage  you,  support  you,  I  courage  women  and  men  to  examine  whether 
wiU  do  what  I  can  to  see  that  you  comply  fully  or  not  th^r  are  called,  if  they  are  called  by  God. 
to  the  commission  that  God  has  given  you.  My  You  know  if  you’re  called.  You  know  it  from 
overall  challenge  this  rnmning,  not  just  will  you  Scripture,  you  know  it  from  your  heart,  you 
acknowledge  that  God  has  called  sisters  into  the  know  it  from  circumstances,  just  know  it  in 
ministry  and  that  th^  are  commissioned  by  every  fiber  of  your  being.  You  Just  know  when 
him?  Would  you  examine  your  own  ccMnmisson-  you’re  called  of  God  to  do  this.  And  if  you’ve 
ing  1^  God?  Have  you  been  called  by  God  to  be  been  called,  then  to  be  obedient  and  to  follow 
in-ministry?  Clan  tou  date  it?  Can  you  give  a  through.” 

verse  that  backs  thatjdate  up?  And  if  you  can-  After  the  meeting  Steve  Griffith  stated  he  was 

not,  you’re  just  going  on  a  feeling  or  what  so-  pleased  that  Mrs.  Lotz  had  given  her  time  to 
meone  else  said  you  ought  to  be  doing.  Would  come  to  Southeastern  to  speak  to  CEIF  about  the 
you  Kt  down  on  your  face  before  God  t^y  and  topic  “Women  in  Ministry.”  Griffith  said,  “Wow! 
ask  him  to  call  you  from  his  Word  that  you  It  was  unbelievable  The  Lord  really  blessed  our 
might  never  doubt  the  fact  that  you  are  in  the  campus  today.  I  think  that,  obviously,  she  had 
minist^  for  no  other  reason  than  that  you  are  prayed  diligently  about  what  to  say  and  the 
commissioned  by  God  and  you  are  complying  Lord  gave  her  the  words.  She  spoke  with  God’s 
with  his  command?  ”  authority.  I  think  she  spelled  it  out  pretty  clear- 

Speaking  after  the  meeting  Mrs.  Lotz  ly  that  has  a  place  for  women  in  ministry 

clarified  her  feeling  about  her  personal  within  biblical  guidelines.” 
ministry,  “I  don’t  feel  that  (Jod  has  called  me  This  article  is  from  a  news  release  prepared 
to  go  on  a  campaign  to  put  women  in  the  pulpit  by  the  Office  of  PubUc  Relations.  Sontheastem. 


Gov.  Ray  Mabus  has  called  a 
special  session  of  the  Mississippi 
Le^lature  b^inning  on  June  18.  The 
topic  for  consideration  will  be  the  fun¬ 
ding  of  the  state’s  new  education 
package  that  was  signed  into  law  dur¬ 
ing  the  session  just  closed. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  that  a 
special  session  of  the  Legislature  has 
b^n  called  immediately  following  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  It  will 
be  at  a  time  when  many  pastors  will 
have  just  returned  from  uiat  conven¬ 
tion.  Many  may  have  planned  vaca¬ 
tion  times  following  the  convention. 

The  word  from  those  acquainted 
with  matters  at  the  capitol  is  that  a 
state-operated  lottery  will  be  in¬ 
troduce  during  the  special  session  as 
a  means  of  helping  to  finance  the 
education  package. 

The  lottery  concept  has  been 
defeated  already  this  y^r  by  the 
Legislature.  We  don’t  need  it  tmymore 
now  than  during  the  session  just  com¬ 
pleted.  This  week  the  Baptist  Record 
is  running  on  page  5  list  of  senators 
and  representatives  so  that  citizens 
can  see  how  their  legislators  voted  on 
important  matters. 


In  the  meantime,  it  would  be  well  to 
be  showing  support  for  those  27 
senators  wira  kept  the  lottery  concept 
from  passing  and  for  those  32 
representatives  who  voted  against  it. 

The  senators  were  Jim  B^n,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg;  Irb  Benjamin,  Rienzi;  Bar¬ 
bara  Blanton,  Brandon;  Buddy  Bond, 
Carthage;,. Rob  Bryan,  Amory;  Bill 
Canon,-  Columbus;  Glen  Deweese, 
Meridian;  Jack  (^rdon,  Okolona; 
Pud  Graham,  New  Albany;  George 
Guerieri,  Southaven;  Bill  Harpole, 
Starkville;  Billy  Harvw,  Carson; 
Alan  Heflin,  Forest;  John  Keeton, 
Grenada;  Hainon  Miller,  Greenville; 
Cecil  Mills,  Clara;  Ollie  Mohamed, 
Belzorn;  Johnny  Morgan,  Oxford; 
Ronnie  Musgrove,  Batesville;  Bill 
Renick,  Ripley;  Cy  Rosenblatt, 
Jackson;  Vincent  Scoper,  Laurel; 
Wootsie  ’Tate,  Picayune;  Billy 
'niames,  Mize;  Richard  Whit^  Tferry; 
and  Roger  Wicker,  TXipelo. 

Rob  Smith,  Richland,  had  been  caU- 
ed  away  from  the  floor  at  the  time  of 
the  vote  and  later  expressed  his  op¬ 
position  to  the  lottery. 

The  representatives  are  D.  R. 
Anderson,  Ellisville;  Billy  Bowles. 


Houston;  Eric  Clark,  Thylorsville; 
Dorothy  Cole,  Richtoii;  Raymond 
Comans,  Decatur;  Roy  Dabbs,  Meri¬ 
dian;  "IW  Foster,  Pontotoc;  Delma 
Furniss,  Rena  Lara ;  Don  Grist,  Var- 
daman;  David  Hallbrook,  Belzoni; 
Curtis  Holston,  Poplarville;  Ibmmy 
Home,  Meridian;  Dick  Livin^ton, 
Pulaski;  Billy  McCoy,  Rienzi;  Joe 
McElwain,  RiplQ^;  Butch  MckUlan, 
Kosciusko;  Mike  Mills,  Aberdeen; 
Bobby  Moody,  Louisville;  Andy  Mor¬ 
ris,  New  Albany;  Harvey  Moss,  Cor-  i 
inth;  Clem  Nettles,  Jayess;  JohnPen- 
nebaker.  New  Albany;  Barney 
Schoby,  Natchez;  Eloise  Scott, 
Tupelo;  Cecil  Simmons,  Maben; 
Miriam  Sinunons,  Columbia;  Gary 
Staples,  Laurel;  Johnny  Stringer, 
Montrose;  Joe  Tbylor,  Waynesboro; 
Gus  'Ibwnsend,  Laurel;  Robert  Vince, 
Sandy  Hook;  and  Mack  Lloyd 
Wadkins,  luka. 

There  will  be  tremendous  pressure 
on  these  people  to  change  their  votes. 
The  Jackson  Clarion-Ledger  has 
already  started  the  pressure.  ’The 
legislators  will  need  our  help.  We  owe 
it  to  them.  Let’s 
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A  day  of  prayer 


Guest  opinion  .  .  .  ' 

“Here’s  Hope’’  spreads  hope 


By  Guy  Henderson 

Reports  continue  to  come  in  an¬ 
nouncing  the  results  of  the  1990 
Simultaneous  Revivals  in  Mississippi. 
An  estimate  is  that  1500  churches  took 
part  in  the  Here’s  Hope  meetings  in 
March  and  April. 

Preparation  began  in  1986  and  was 
as  thorough  as  any  simultaneous 
meeting  ever  held.  Steering  Commit¬ 
tees  from  the  local  church,  the 
association,  the  state,  and  the  nation, 
were  organized.  Resource  persons 
and  associational  evangelism  direc¬ 
tors  contacted  churches  and  pastors 
for  participation.  Prayer  calendars. 
Daniel  prayer  teams,  and  solemn 
assemblies  prepared  the  hearts  of  the 
people.  Sunday  School  led  out  with 
People  Search  and  Scripture  distribu¬ 
tion,  and  even'  department  in  the 
Baptist  Building  geared  to  revival 
preparation. 

Initial  reports  indicate  there  will  be 
more  than  1,500  conversions  and  7,500 
rededications.  However,  this  hai^ly 
tells  the  story.  Mike  Russell  and  First 
Church,  Lauderdale,  report  three 
families  with  three  conversions  in 
each,  and  they  had  19  to  make  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith. 

Winston  Association  had  17  chur¬ 
ches  in  revival  and  reported  50 
rededicatiohs  and  10  professions  of 
faith.  T^n  consider  the  story  of  the 
Jimmy  Crumpton  family  in  Ellisville 
■as  reported  by  pastor  Ralph  Graves. 

“The  three  children  of  the  Crump¬ 
ton  family  (Randy,  Andy,  and  Mandy) 
have  been  riding  the  Calvary  Church 
van  to  church  activities  for  four  or  five 
years.  About  six  months  ago,  Mandy 


made  a  profession  of  faith;  but  her 
mother  discouraged  her  baptism  at 
that  time.  During  our  recent  revival 
( April  1-4)  she  came  forward  again. 
Brother  James  Taylor  (our 
evangelist)  and  I  went  to  their  home 
and  shared  the  plan  of  salvation  with 
Mandy  in  the  presence  of  her  parents 
and  two  brothers.  The  two  brothers 
made  professions  of  faith  on  the  last 
night  <rf  the  revival.  When  the  children 
got  on  the  van  the  next  Sunday  night, 
Mandy  happily  told  me  that  her 
parents  were  coming  to  church  that 
night.  They  did  come,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  spoice  to  their  hearts.  Both 
parents  responded  at  the  invitation 
time;  she  came  for  rededication, ^and 
he  came  on  profession  of  faith.  It  was 
indeed  a  time  of  rejoicing  for  what 
God  had  done.  'These  four  members  of 
this  family  were  part  of  some  16  or  17 
who  made  professions  of  faith  during 
the  revival,  and  a  baptismal  service 
was  scheduled  for  Easter  tSitnday 
night.  At  the  morning  service  that  day 
(Easter)  Mr.  Crumpton’s  mother 
came  for  baptism.  That  night  I  had 
the  joy  of  baptizing  15  people,  and 
among  them  were  the  five  members 
of  the  Crumpton  family.  All  six 
members  of  this  family,  along  with 
many  others  who  made  dwisions  dur¬ 
ing  the  days  of  revival,  were  in  atten¬ 
dance  at  the  midweek  service  on  April 
18.  This  was  the  greatest  revival  that 
Calvary  Church  has  ever  had.  Tb  God 
Be  the  Glory!’  ’’ 

Roy  Myers  in  George  County 
repjjpted  nine  churches  in  revival,  35 
conversions,  and  117  other  decisions. 
CJiickasaw  AssociatiO!^had  20  saved 


and  101  other  decisions  as  repm^  by 
Evangelism  Director  David  Kendall. 

Greg  Herndon,  pastor  of  Troy 
Church,  Pontotoc  County,  kicked  off 
Here’s  Hope  with  a  one-day  soul¬ 
winning  workshop  and  followed  this 
with  nine  weeks  of  visitation.  Nine 
prople  received  (Tirist  during  these 
visits  —  all  before  the  revival.  During 
the  revival  a  mother  transferred  her 
membership;  and  then  her  husband, 
two  sons,  and  a  daughter  were  all  sav-' 
A  husband  and  wife  came  for  bap¬ 
tism  from  another  denomination;  and 
another  couple  was  saved  —  all  entire 
families.  Pastor  Herndon  declared 
that  visitation  is  continuing. 

Simpson  County  Baptists  report  31 
churches  in  Here’s  Hope  with  102  bap¬ 
tisms  and  293  other  decisions.  Floyd 
Hig^nbotham,  p^tor  of  Pleasant  Hill 
in  Lincoln  Association  says,  “I  highly 
recommend  the  preparation 
materials  to  any  church.  If  vou  follow 
them  with  prayer  and  work  you  will 
see  good  things  happen.”  Pleasant  Hill 
had  a  total  of  28  decisions.  Higgin¬ 
botham  also  savL/i  feel  people  make 
a  mistake  in  stopping  the  revival 
meetings  on  Wednesday.  We  had  five 
professions  of  faith  on  lliur^y  ni^t 
and  our  largest  crowd  was  on  Friday 
night.  The  building  was  filled  up.  It 
was  the  first  time  that  had  happened 
during  revival.  The  highlight  was  the 
prayer  vigil.  This  called  our  people 
to  get  in  touch  with  God.  That’s  what 
revival  is  ail  about.” 

Bogue  Chitto  Church,  Darnell^r- 
chie,  pastor,  reports  the  stirring  story 
of  an  18-year-bld  man  from  another 
community.  He  drove  past  the  Bogue 


to  note  a 

day  of  prayer.  Iif  cUs^iJbere  are  those 
who  don’t  make  prayer  a  ^rt  of  their 
daily  lives,  the  National  Day  of  Prayer 
on  May  3  should  serve  to  remind  them 
of  the  necessity  of  regular  contact 
with  the  Lord,  their  creator. 

Naturally,  prayer  should  not  be  a 
once-a-year  situation  w  a  Sunday  only 
situation.  It  can  be  easily  forgotten, 
liowever;  and  the  National  Day  of 
Prayer  can  remind  all  of  us  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  prayer. 

The  Bible,  of  course,  is  filled  with 


Chitto  CJhurch  and  saw  the  lighted 
sign  puUicizing  the  revival.  He  felt  a 
strong  impulse  to  go  in.  He  turned  in¬ 
to  the  parking  lot,  drove  through  it  and 
started  out.  At  the  next  block,  he  turn¬ 
ed  around  and  went  back  to  the 
church  and  went  in.  He  sat  on  the 
back  row.  When  the  invitation  was 
given  he  immediately  stepped  out  and 
went  to  the  pastor  weeping  and  say¬ 
ing,  “I  want  to  be  saved.”  He  was  born 
a^in  and  was  baptized  on  Friday 
night  of  the  revival. 

Another  ni^t  a  young  man  gave  his 
testimony  of  how  he  was  a  church 
member  but  lost.  Following  the  even¬ 
ing  service  as  all  the  people  were 
leaving  and  the  pastor  was  turning  off 
the  lig^t,  he  noticed  a  mother  and  her 
son  still  sitting  in  the  sanctuary.  The 
son  had  been  saved  the  night  before. 
Thinking  there  might  be  a  problem, 
the  pastor  asked  if  he  could  help.  ’The 
woman  said;  ‘The  ^me  thing  that 
happened  to  the  man  givihg  his 
testimony  happened  to  me.’'  The 
pastor  to<^  them  to  his  office  and  she 
received  Jesus  Christ  as  ^rd  of  her 
life.  She  was  baptized  on  Sundlay 
mortiihg.  '  ^ 

’  "'f Continued  on  page  10> 
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exortations  to  pray  and  with  the 
benefits  of  praying.  Praying  is  being 
in  contact  with  the  Master,  and  that 
surely  is  a  basic  condition.  I^ul,  in  tus 
first  letter  to  the  ’Thessalonians, 
wrote,  “Be  joyful  always :  pray  con¬ 
tinually;  give  thanks  in  all  cir¬ 
cumstances,  for  this  is  God’s  will  for 
you  in  Christ  Jesus”  NIV. 

So,  prayer  is  a  matter  that  should 
not  be  ne^ected.  Ibday,  May  3,  is  the 
National  Day  of  Prayer.  For  that  per¬ 
son  who  may  have  b^n  neglecting  his 
life  to  that  extent,  it  is  not  too  early 
to  correct  the  condition. 

And  an  almost  related  sub^t  is  the 
need  for  Bibles  for  the  Soviet  Union 
and  other  areas  of  Eastern  Europe. 
They  have  not  been  totally  banned  in 
Russia  and  perhaps  not  in  other  areas 
of  Eastern  Europe;  but  as  freedom 
sweeps  those  nations,  religious 
freedom  becomes  a  reality  also;  and 
the  need  for  Bibles  increases. 

Those  wishing  to  contribute  to  sen¬ 
ding  Bibles  to  Europe  and  other  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  Soviet  Union  can  be 
assured  that  their  contributions  will 
be  used  as  directed  by  sending  them 
thru^  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board.  The  address  is 
Pweign  Mission  Board,  P.  O.  Box  6767, 
Richmond,  Virginia  23230. 

Bibles  may  also  be  distributed 
through  the  American  Bible  Society, 
1865  Broadway,  New  York,  NY  10023, 
and  the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  6733 
Curran  St.,  McLean,  VA.  22101-3804. 

’These  are  exciting  da^  as  peoples 
are  rising  up  to  demand  freedom.  As 
would  be  expected,  such  demands 
create  problems  as  governments  are 
reluctant  to  move  too  fast.  In  troubl¬ 
ed  times  the  Bible  can  provide 
assurances  that  are  needed  and  point 
the  way  when  the  times  come  to  move 
freely. 

That  is  a  lesson  that  we  need  here 
as  well  as  do  those  in  the  areas  to 
which  we  may  want  to  send  the  Bibles. 


PRAYER 


The  special  session 
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Conservatives  take  control 
of  Southern  Seminary  board 


By  David  Wilkinson  and  Pat  Cole 

LOUISVILLE,  KY.  (BP)  —  In  a 
shift  of  power,  “conservatives”  gain¬ 
ed  control  of  Southern  Seminary’s 
board  of  trustees  April  23-25. 

At  their  annual  meeting  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  “conservatives”,  cap¬ 
tured  three  of  the  board's  four  offices, 
strengthened  their  position  on  the 
board’s  executive  committee  and  us¬ 
ed  a  new  workipgrmajority  to  approve 
through  a  variety  of  contested 
motions. 

In  a  series  of  unprecedented  ac¬ 
tions,  trustees  also; 

—  Blocked  the  election  of  three  peo¬ 
ple  recommended  by  the  trustee  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  to  fill  trustee  posi¬ 
tions  vacated  during  the  year.  The 
trustees  would  have  served  only  un¬ 
til  new  trustees  were  elected  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  (invention  in  June. 

—  Adopteo  a  resolution  on  a  social 
issue,  declaring  abwtion  “the  greatest 
moral  issue  faced  by  Christians  to¬ 
day.” 

The  resolution,  presented  by  David 
Miller  of  Heber  Springs,  Ark.,  asked 
all  seminary  employees  to  “desist 
from  publicly  espousing  the  right  of 
a  woman  to  have  an  abortion  except 
where  the  physical  life  of  the  mother 
is  in  danger”  and  encouraged  them  to 
join  trustees  in  working  for  anti¬ 
abortion  legislation.  After  Larry 
Adams  of  Oklahoma  City  requested  a 


Several  of  the  more  than  300  students  who  attended  the  annual  meeting  of  Southern 
Seminary  trustees  looked  over  the  shoulder  of  Trustee  John  Allen  of  Mississippi  as 
he  addressed  the  board.  Trustees  closed  the  meeting  to  spectators  when  they  began 
discussing  personnel  matters. 


roll  call  vote  “so  folks  back  home  will 
know  how  we  voted,”  the  resolution 
was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  32  to  24. 

—  Established  a  policy  to  allow 
students  to  use  tape  recorders  in 
seminary  classes. 

The  seminary  previously  had  no 


policy  prohibiting  use  of  tape 
recorders,  leaving  the  question  to  the 
prerogative  of  each  professor.  The 
motion  by  Michael  Harris  of 
Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  was  approved,  30 
to  19,  despite  opposition  from  several 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


Convention  board  hires  consultant, 
votes  for  Zimbabwe  partnership 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board’s  Executive  Committee  hired  a 
consultant  in  its  Sunday  School 
Department  and  promoted  an 
employee  in  computer  service. 

The  committee,  which  met  in 
Jackson  Friday,  also  voted  to  begin  a 
missions  partnership  with  the  Bap¬ 
tists  of  Zimbabwe  in  Africa,  and 
agreed  to  purchase  20  acres  of  land 
adjacent  to  Central  Hills  Baptist 
Retreat  at  Kosciusko. 

The  new  employee  is  Linda  Reeves, 
who  will  serve  as  preschool  and 
children’s  consultant  In  the  Sunday 
School  Department.  Keith  Wilkinson 
is  director. 

Miss  Reeves,  45,  has  been  minister 
of  childhood  education  at  First 
Church,  Dothan,  Ala,  since  June,  1963. 
Earlier,  she  taught  art  and  was  girls’ 
basketball  coach  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  was 
a  manager  fcH-  Mmbee  Needleciaft  in 
l^xas  and  Oklahoma,  and  served  as 
a  field  director  for  Girl  Scouts  in  West 
Vir^nia. 

She  is  a  graduate  of  Howard  Payne 
University,  Brownwood,  Texas,  and 


earned  the  master  of  religious  educa¬ 
tion  degree  from  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth. 

On  retirement  of  Judd  Allen  last 
year,  Randy  Tompkins  of  the  Sunday 
School  Department,  who  was 
preschool  and  children’s  consultant, 
took  Allen’s  responsibilities  as  general 
administration  and  associational 
consultant..  ^  , 

Patricia  (IVish)  Shotts,  30,  was  pro¬ 
mote  to  manager  of  (Ik)mputer  Infor¬ 
mation  Services.  She  was  computer 
'analyst,  programmer  for  the  Manage¬ 
ment  Ipformation  ijepartment.  ITie 
Executive  Committee  voted  to 
reorganize  the  department  ai)dplace 
that  work  within  the  Business  Office, 
with  Willihm  Maxwell^  director,  ac¬ 
counting  and  persofflMT'Sdfvices,  as 
supervisor. 

Mrs.  Shotts  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  (Allege  in  data  processing 
and  has  worked  at  the  Convention 
Board  since  September,  1962. 

The  partnership  with  Zimbabwe  is 
the  result  of  an  invitation  from  Zim¬ 
babwean  Baptists,  the  missionaries  in 


Vines  announces  key 
SBC  appointments 


By  Dan  Martin 


JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  ^  Ap¬ 
pointments  to  four  key  committees  to 
serve  during  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Southern  Bai^t  Convention,  June 
12-14,  in  the  Louisiana  Superdome  in 
New  Orleans,  have  been  announced 
by  SBC  President  Jerry  Vines. 

Vines  announced  the  appointment 
of  the  Committee  on  Committees  and 
the  Resolutions,  Credentials,  and 
Ttellers  committees  April  27. 

The  SBC  bylaws  require  the  SBC 
president  to  announce  the  appoint¬ 
ments  “at  least  45  days  in  advance  of 
the  annual  meeting.” 

The  bylaws  also  require  the  presi¬ 
dent  to  appoint  the  Committee  on 
Ck>mmittees  and  the  Resolutions  Com¬ 
mittee  “in  conference  wiUi”  the  two 
vice  presidents,  and  the  Credentials 
Committee  “in  consultatiwi  with”  the 
vice  presidents.  The  Tellers  Commit¬ 
tee  is  appointed  “in  consultation  with” 
the  SBC  registration  secreta^. 

The  viefe  presidents  are  Junior  Hill, 
an  evangelist  from  Hartselle,  Ala., 
first  vice  president,  and  Ernest 
Myefs,  executive  director  of  the 
Nevada  Baptist  Convention,  Reno,  se¬ 
cond  vice  president.  The  current 
registration  secretary  is  Lee  Porter  of 
Nashville. 

Vines  told  Baptist  Press  he  is  pleas¬ 
ed  with  the  appointments.  “I  have 
kept  my  two  commitments  in  these 
appointments.  I  have  not  knowingly 
appointed  anybody  who  believes  there 
are  errors  in  the  Bible,  and  these  ap¬ 
pointments  represent  the  best 
Southern  Baptists  I  could  find. 


“lb  my  knowledge,  there  is  nobody 
appoint^  here  who  has  a  personal 
axe  to  grind,  or  has  a  ^rsonal, 
private  agenda.  These  are  just  good 
solid  Jesus-loving,  Bible-believing, 
denominationally  faithful  Baptists.” 

He  said  he  consulted  on  several  oc¬ 
casions  with  the  vice  presidents,  and 
encouraged  them  to  m^e  any  su^es- 
tions  they  might  have  He  also  said  he 
had  talk^  with  Porter  and  encourag¬ 
ed  the  resolutions  secretary  to  write 
a  letter  containing  suggestions,  which 
he  did. 

“I  would  encourage  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  to  pray  for  these  people  that  they 
might  take  their  responsibilities 
seriously  and  that  they  might  be  ef¬ 
fective  in  the  work  which  they  have 
been  assigned  to  do,”  Vines  said. 

COMMITTEE  ON  COMMITTEES 

The  committee  has  66  members, 
two  from  each  of  the  33  state  or 
regional  conventions  qualified  for 
representation  on  SBC  entities. 

SBC  Bylaw  21  says  the  Committee 
on  Committees  “shall  nominate  all 
special  committees  authorized  during 
session  of  the  convention  not  other¬ 
wise  provided  for.”  The  usual  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  committee  is  to 
nominate  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Nominations,  which,  in  turn, 
nominates  trustees  to  serve  on  the  24 
national  entities  of  the  SBC. 

Vines  named  Howard  Gates,  pastor 
of  First  Oiurch,  Fort  Walton  Beach, 
Fla.,  as  chairman.  * 

(Continued  on  page  7) 


Foreign  Board  sends  first 
full-time  workers  to  USSR 


By  Art  Tbalston 


Zimbabwe,  and  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board.  Executive  Director  Bill 
Causey  told  the  committee  that  the 
project  would  likely  resemble  the  re¬ 
cent  partnership  with  Japan  where 
evangelistic  teams  witnessed  and 
worked  in  revivals  in  Japanese 
churches. 

The  20  acres  adjacent  to  Central 
Hills  Baptist  Retreat  cost  $600  per 
acre  Central  Hills  acreage  now  totals 
420.  In  other  business  the  committee 
agreed  to  permit  lump  sum  retire¬ 
ment  benefits  to  be  paid  on  request  of 
the  retiree  without  approval  of  the 
committee. 


Reeves 


Shotts 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptists  are  assigning  veteran  mis¬ 
sionaries  George  and  Veda  Rae  Lozuk 
as  their  first  full-time  workers  to  the 
Soviet  Union.  He  is  the  son  of  a  Rus¬ 
sian  immigrant. 

The  Lozuks,  of  Port  Worth  and  Cor¬ 
pus  Christi,  Texas,  respectively,  are 
among  some  25  full-time  workers  who 
have  been  selected  or  are  being 
sought  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  for  full-time 
positions  in  Eastern  Europe.  The 
board’s  Elastern  Europe  mission  has 
worked  with  Baptists  there  for  some 
20  years;  ten  career  missionaries  and 
two  other  full-time  workers  now  are 
assigned  to  the  area. 

Deploying  additional  personnel  is 
one  of  the  many  ways  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  are  working  to  undergird 
Eastern  European  Baptists  in  the 
wake  of  monumental  events  that  have 
given  the  region  hope  for  freedom. 

Altogether,  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  has  earmarked  more  than  $2.5 
million  fw  the  region.  A  total  of  $1 
million  is  being  used  fm*  Bibles,  gospel 
films  and  other  resources  to  help 
Eastern  European  Baptists 
evangelize  their  nations  and 
strengthen  their  churches.  Another  $1 
million,  from  Southern  Baptist  hunger 
relief  donations,  is  buying  seeds  and 
related  supplies  for  needy  Romanian 
farmers.  More  than  $500,000  from  the 
Lottie  Moon  (I!hristmas  Offering  for 
foreign  missions  will  bolster  such  pro¬ 
jects  as  the  first  Baptist  seminary  in 
Moscow  and  Albanian  gospel 
broadcasts. 

Southern  Baptist  volunteers ' 


already  are  lining  up  to  assist  in  the 
r^on.  Four  teams  of  college  students 
will  help  renovate  a  Baptist  church  in 
Leningrad.  Several  Southern  Baptist 
churches  are  forming  “sister”  rela¬ 
tionships  with  Elastem  European  con¬ 
gregations.  And  a  California  woman 
is  leading  in  a  food  drive  for  2,000 
needy  Romanian  families. 

“It’s  encouraging  that  Southern 
Baptists  are  translatii^  world  events 
into  spiritual  and  mission  challenges,”- 
commented  R.  Keith  Parks,  Foreign 
Mission  Board  president.  Organizing 
Southern  Baptist  efforts  in  the  still- 
unstable  countries  of  Eastern  Europe 
is  a  formidable  task,  Parks  said. 

“Baptist  leaders  there  and  our  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  functioning  in  sort  of  a 
constant  overload. 

“People  are  praying,  people  are  giv- 
i^,  and  I  expect  us  to  see  some 
significant  results  in  the  weeks  and 
months  ahead,”  he  said.  But  he  cau¬ 
tioned  that  “we  need  to  move  wisely 
in  order  to  accomplish  something  that 
is  lasting  and  will  be  a  foundation  for 
future  growth.” 

The  Lozuks  will  begin  work  in 
Moscow  after  wrapping  up  their 
duties  in  South  America,  where  they 
have  worked  34  years,  and  after  three 
.months  of  intensive  Russian  language 
study.  Lozuk  currently  is  associate  to 
the  director  of  Southern  Baptis^work 
in  Spanish-speaking  South  AmOTica. 

His  father,  Svlvester  Nicholas 
Lozuk,  came  to  the  United  States  to 
work  for  several  y^rs  before  the  1917 
Bolshevik  Revolution  and  never  was 
able  to  return  to  his  Russian 
(Continued  on  page  6) 
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Conservatives  take  control 
of  Southern  Seminary  board 


_  (Continued  from  page  3) 
trustees  and  seminary  President  Roy 
L.  Honeycutt,  who  voiced  concern 
about  “moving  into  the  area  of  telling 
a  professor  how  he  or  she  can  conduct 
class.” 

During  more  than  four  hours  behind 
closed  doors,  trustees  debated  possi¬ 
ble  responses  to  a  16-page  document 
prepaid  by  trustee  Jerry  Johnson  of 
Aurora,  Cola,  accusing  Honeycutt  and 
several  faculty  members  of  “doctrinal 
infidelity,"  along  with  other  charges. 
Titled  “The  Cover-up  at  Southern 
Seminary,”  the  material  was  receiv¬ 
ed  by  most  trustees  the  week  before 
the  annual  board  meeting  and  was 
then  published  during  the  meeting  by 
The  Southern  Baptist  .Advocate,  a 
“conservative”  Baptist  publication 
(see  related!  story). 

Although  Johnson’s  document  was 
being  discussed  by  the  board's  ex- 
ecutiw  committee,  trustees  appro\  - 
ed  a  motion  from  John  .Michael  of 
I/Hiisville,  Ky..  to  mm  e  the  issue  to  the 
full  board  for  consideration,  thus  pre¬ 
empting  any  recommendation  by  the 
e.xecutive  committee.  After  discus¬ 
sion.  trupiec  ihen  voted  to  postpon* 
action  on  the  r-  it  ter  until  the  next  in- 
nual  biiard  meeting  in  1991 

Johnson  also  introduced  a  motion 
on  the  seminary's  governing  doctrinal 
statement,  the  Abstract  of  Principles, 
that  sbught  to  interpret  the  docu¬ 
ment's  sLalerijent  on  the  inspiration  of 
Scripture  in  light  of  an  1888  book  !»> 
Basil  Afanlj.  Jr  llanjy,  one  of  the 
seminary taoriginal  faculty  members, 
is  credited  with  principal  authorship 
of  the  Ab^r^^t.  Late  in  the  meeting’s 
last  session,  however,  trustees  approv¬ 
ed  JoUn<^on's  Truest  to  “postpone  in- 
definif' .  '  bujiearlier  motion. 

Also  in  executive  session,  trustees 
approved  separate  statements  critical 
of  two  faculty  members  while  also 
adopting  a  motion  expressing  ap- 
preciatioa  for  Honeycutt  and  “the 
method  in  which  (he)  has  handled  the 
affairs  of  the  seminary” 

A  resolution  adopted  after  debate 
expressed  disapproval  of  Christian 
ethics  professor  Paul  Simmons’  ac¬ 
tivities  related  to  abortion.  Harm 
done  to  the  seminary  by  “continued 
a,cti4Uti«sjn  this  area,”  the  resolution 
adAfn,  -*ma^i)e  considered  sufficient 
grounds  for  dismissal.” 

Simmons,  who  has  taught  at 
Southern  Seminary  since  1970,  has 
been  under  fire  for  several  years  for 
his  views  on  abortion. 

Another  action  requested  Honeycutt 
to  express  the  board’s  “deep  concern” 
to  church  history  Professor  E.  Glenn 
Hinson  for  “intemperate  comments 
about  controversial  issues  which 


negatively  affect  the  public  percep¬ 
tions  of  ^uthem  Seminary.” 

According  to  several  trustees  inter¬ 
viewed  after  the  meeting,  most  of  the 
criticism  came  in  response  to  a 
newspaper  account  of  Hinson’s 
remarks  during  a  series  of  presenta¬ 
tions  at  a  Ttennessee  church.  Follow¬ 
ing  a  series  of  critical  letters,  Hinson 
submitted  a  letter  to  Honeycutt  clari¬ 
fying  some  of  the  comments  at¬ 
tributed  to  him  and  apologizing  for 
any  misunderstanding  or  embarrass¬ 
ment. 

Hinson  has  drawn  criticism  in  re¬ 
cent  years  for  his  criticism  of  “conser¬ 
vative”  leaders  and  for  his  advocacy 
of  shifting  distribution  of  funds  to 
denominational  boards  and  agencies 
away  from  the  national  Cooperative 
Program  unified  budget  to  state  Bap¬ 
tist  conventions. 

In  addition  to  Hinson’s  letter, 
trustees  received  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Simmons  offering  to  continue  to 
disassociate  his  views  in  public  ap¬ 
pearances  from  any  official  position 
of  the  seminary,  to  refuse  media  in- 
terx  iews  dealing  with  abortion  and  “to 
avoid  inflammatory  rhetoric  in 
responding  to  those  who  take  contrary 
positions." 

During  the  first  few  hours  of  ex¬ 
ecutive  session,  more  than  300 
students  who  had  been  asked  to  leare 
the  crowded  meeting  room.maintain- 
ed  a  vigil  outside,  with  many  of  them 
praying  and  singing  hymns.  Dozens 
wore  "Waintajn  theA’isiop”  T-shirts  as 
a  sign  of  support  for  the  school  and  its 
faculty. 

Invited  by  trustee  chairman  Alton 
Butler  of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  to  speak  to 
the  trustees,  student  body  President 
Ellen  Sechrest  assured  the  board  of 
the  students’  concern  and  prayers, 
noting,  “Our  future  is  in  your  hands.” 

In  the  election  of  officers,  trustees 
chose  not  to  challenge  the  nomination 
of  Sam  H.  McMahon  Jr,  who  had 
served  during  the  past  year  as  first 
vice  chairman  and  was  the  only 
“moderate”  proposed  by  the 
nominating  committee.  McMahon, 
chairman  of  the  board  of 
Southeastern  Ckimmercial  Manage¬ 
ment  Corn,  in  (Charlotte,  N.C.,  was 
elected  chairman  with  only  five 
trustees  registering  “no”  votes. 

Other  new  officers  are  W.  Wayne 
Allen,  pastor  of  Briarwood  Church, 
Cordova,  Term.,  first  vice  chairman; 
Larry  L.  Adams,  administrator  of  the 
Baptist  Retirement  Center,  Oklahoma 
City;  second  vice  chairman;  and 
John  G.  Hicks,  a  Louisville  attorney, 
secretary. 

“Conservatives,”  however,  suc- 
tessfully  challenge  two  of  thrm  per¬ 


sons  recommended  by  the  nominating 
committee  for  re-election  to  the 
board’s  executive  committee  William 
W.  Causey,  executive  director  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 
Jackson,  defeated  “conservatives’  ” 
nominee  James  M.  Bullock,  pastor  of 
Ckilgate  Church,  Sellel^burg,  Ind.,  by 
a  single  vote  Two  other  people  recom¬ 
mended  for  re-election,  Ken  Hall,  a 
Louisville  layman,  and  John  Wallace, 
a  retired  pastor  from  Lexington,  Ky., 
were  replaced  respectively  by 
Bullock,  who  was  nominated  again, 
and  by  Carroll  Karkalits,  a  layman 
from  Lake  Charles,  La.  “Conser¬ 
vatives”  picked  up  another  executive 
committee  member  when  Richton, 
Miss.,  pastor  John  Allen  defeated 
Louisville  layman  Fred  Pfannen- 
shmidt  in  an  election  to  fill  a  vacated 
position. 

'Trustees  also  chose  to  deal  with  all 
faculty  personnel  recommendations 
in  executive  session.  Although  some 
recommendations  reportedly  receiv¬ 
ed  opposition,  each  was  approved.  Ac¬ 
tions  included: 

—  Electing  Doris  .Ann  Borchert  as 
associate  professor  of  Christian 
education  with  tenure. 

—  Promoting  Kathryn  N.  Chapman 
to  professor  of  childhood  education 
and  six  people  from  assistant  to 
associate  professor:  John  H.  Dickson, 
church  music;  Donoso  S.  Escobar, 
Social  work;  Molly  T._Marshall-Green, 
theology;  Lloyd  L."  Mims,  church 
music ;  Pamela  L.  Scalise,  Old  TiBsta- 
ment;  and  Dan  R.  Stiver,  Christian 
philosophy. 

—  Naming  two  faculty  members  to 
endowed  chairs;  Bill  J.  Leonard, 
William  Walker  Brooks  professor  of 
American  Christianity,  and  Gerald  R. 
Borchert,  J.  Rupert  Coleman  pro¬ 
fessor  of  New  Testament 
interpretation. 

—  Granting  a  two-year  leave  of 
absence  for  David  S.  Dockery,  assist 
tant  professor  of  New  Ibstament,  who 
will  be  chief  editor  of  academic  books 
at  the  Baptist  Sunday  Schpol  Board’s 
Broadman  Press  in  Nashville. 

In  other  actions,  trustees: 

—  Approved  changes  to  the 
seminaiV  charter  that  are  intended  to 
clarify  [Mxxiedures  for  electing  new 
trustees  and  to  help  ensure  the 
seminary’s  tax  exqmpt  status. 

—  Adopted  a  1990-91  operating 
budget  of  $15,742,484,  a  5.3  percent  in¬ 
crease  over  the  current  year.  The 
budget  provides  for  a  2  percent  salary 
increase  for  faculty  and  staff. 

—  Approved  an  $8.15  million  defer¬ 
red  maintenance  plan  for  the  campus, 
including  proposals  for  generating  the 
required  funds. 


Honeycutt  responds 
to  trustee’s  charges 


By  Pat  Cole 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  -  In  an 
emoUtmal  response  to  accusations  he 
does  not  believe  the  Bible,  Southern 
Baptist  ’Theological  Seminary  Presi¬ 
dent  Roy  L.  Honeycutt  told  the 
school^  trustees  “the  Word  of  God  has 
been  the  dynamic  and  integrating 
focus  for  my  life” 

Prior  to  the  Louisville,  Ky., 
semiifary’s  April  23-25  trustee 
meeting,  trustee  Jerry  Johnson, 
pastor  of  Central  Church  in  Aurora, 
Ck)lo.,  circulated  a  16-page  document, 
titled  “The  Cover-up  at  Southern 
Seminary,”  which  accused  Honeycutt 
and  several  professors  of  “doctrinal 
infidelity”  and  other  charges. 

Honeycutt  said  that  many  of 
Johnson’s  accusations  against  him 
and  the  professors  were  dealt  with  in 
1987  in  the  seminary’s  response  to  the 
concerns  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Peace  Committee.  Johnson’s  article, 
however,  accused  the  seminary  of  a 
cover-up  in  connection  with  its  Peace 
Committee  response. 

Johnson  charged  that  Honeycutt’s 
writings  in  commentaries  on  four  Old 
Testament  books  “create  problems  for 
all  Bible-believing  Southern  Baptists." 

Citing  a  variety  of  illustrations  from 
commentaries.  Johnson  wrote  that 
Honeycutt  “scoffs'  at  the  historical 
reality”  of  some  passages  and 
“displays  a  bias  against  the  super¬ 
natural  in  the  Bible." 

“One  would  have  to  be  as  blind  as* 
a  mole  not  to  see  that  Dr.  Honeycutt 
just  does  not  believe  the  Bible;’’  he 
wrote. 

Although  trustees  voted  in  executive 
session  to  postpone  actions  concern¬ 
ing  Johnson’s  document  until  next 
year,  Honej^tt  requested  permission 
to  speak  briefly  about  his  views  on  the 
Bible. 

In  his  response,  Honeycutt  told 
trustees  he  could  not  ‘^llow  a  year  to 
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lapse  (before  the  next  annual 
meeting)  when  the  issue  has  been 
raised  about  whether  or  I  believe 
the  Bible,”  adding,  “I  consider  that 
issue  seco^  only  in  smousness  to  the 
questim  oS  whetiier  (h*  not  I  believe  in 
Jesus  Christ.” 

In  his  article,  Jdmson  accused 
Honeycutt  of  “scoffing”  at  Scripture. 
Noting  that  “the  wordsoirff  means  to 
deride,  mock,  ridicule  w  scorn,” 
Honeycutt  said;  “My  love  and 
reverence  for  the  Bible  flow  so  deep¬ 
ly  through  my  life  I  am  offended  by 
the  suggestion  that  I  take  such  an  at¬ 
titude  toward  the  Word  of  God.” 

Honeycutt  emphasized  he  had 
“never  known  a  time  when  I  did  not 
read  the  Bible”  and  “seek  to  live  out 
of  its  revelation.”  'The  63-year-old  Old 
Testament  scholar  also  stressed  that 
he  had  spent  44  years  in  a  serious 
study  of  the  Bible  in  an  academic 
setting. 

“It  was  the  Bible  which  brought  me 
the  good  news  of  Jesus  in  salvation, 
voiced  my  call  to  ministry,  and  still  • 
sustains  daily  through  circumstances 
such  as  these  accusations,”  he  said. 

Claiming  that  one  criticism  hinged 
on  the  interpretation  of  six  Hebrew 
words,  Honeycutt  said.  “You  can  tell 
me  you  di^ree  with  my  interpreta 
tion  of  Scripture,  but  please  don’t  tell 
me  you  disagree  with  my  belief  in  the 
Bible.” 

In  response,  students  in  the  room 
and  most  trustees  responded  with  a 
standing  ovation. 

Following  Honeycutt’s  statement, 
Johnson  told  reporters  he  was  “not 
satisfied”  with  Honeycutt’s  explana¬ 
tion.  He  said  he  stands  “completely 
and  totally  behind”  the  truthfulness  o[ 
the  charges  he  made  in  his  document. 

He  also  expressed  confidence  “the 
future  will  vindicate  my  article.” 


God  is  trying  to  get  our 
churches  to  a  sta^  of  prayer 
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ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Prayer  leaders 
from  six  denominations  and  two 
parachurch  groups  met  in  Atlanta 
April  12  to  compare  notes  on  prayer 
movements  that  are  gaining  momen¬ 
tum  across  America. 

The  meeting,  thought  to  be  the  first 
of  its  kind  in  the  United  States,  was 
convened  by  Henry  Blackaby  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board,  Charles  Crabtree  of  the 
Assemblies  of  Go(|,  and  A1  Vander 
Griend  of  the  Christian  Reformed 
(liurch. 


A  larger  group  of  prayer  leaders  is 
scheduled  to  meet  in  Atlanta  Nov. 
29-Dec.  1.  Attendance  at  this  initial 
meeting  was  hindered  due  to  schedul¬ 
ing  conflicts,  Blackaby  said. 

“We  saw  that  God  is  doing  some 
tremendous  things  in  each  of  the  ' 
denominations  that  none  of  us  was 
aware  of,”  Blackaby  said. 


meeting,  he  said :  “There  was  not  even 
one  hint  of  discord.  When  we  began  to 
talk,  we  discovered  it  was  almost  as 
if  God  had  issued  a  simultaneous  call 


I*  nPT  7”  >  *  11  •  •  1  O  to  his  people  to  pray.  There  was  a  deep 

Kadio-lV  trustees  call  special  meetmg  tor  May  3 

’  '  God  is  marshalling  to  people  to  pray 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  president  in  April  1989  after  trustees  tist  Convention  since  1979.  Previous-  president.  for  revival.  A  mark  of  revival  is 

Trustees  of  the  Southern  Baptist  voted  not  to  sell  the  American  Chris-  ly,  he  was  pastor  of  churches  in  In  addition  to  Hamlett,  members  of  unified  praying. 

Radio  and  Television  Commission  tian  Iblevision  System  to  a  group  of  California,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas.  the  search  committee  include  Jewel  “In  every  significant  move  of  God 

have  been  called  to  a  special  meeting  Texas  investors.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Oklahoma  Bap-  Morris,  a  shopping  center  developer  God’s  people  have  found  their  hearts 

May  3  to  consider  a  recommendation  Allen,  who  became  president  of  the  tist  University  in  Shawnee;  received  froirf  Pbit  Srtiith,  Ark. ;  Harpld  Brun-  united  on  the  level  of  prayer.  This  is 

theyelect  Jack  Johnson  as  president,  agency  in  January,  1960,  had  announc-  a  master  of  divinity  degree  from  dige,' iin  attorney  and  radjp  station  a  historical  precedent  for  spiritual 

“I  have  sent  a  notification  to  all  ed  nearly  a  year  earlier  his  plans  to  Golden  Gate  Seminary,  Mill  Valley,  own^x  Martin,  Ttenn. ;  and  Ernie  awakening.” 
trustees  to  meet  at  2  p.m.  May  3  at  the  negotiate  the  sale  of  ACTS  and  to  ac-  Calif.,  and  a  doctor  of  philosophy  Heltw;  efwneer  from  Columbus,  In  addition  to  Blackaby  Crabtree 

Hyatt  Regency  Hotel  at  the  DFW  Air-  company  the  network.  ACTS  has  been  degree  from  the  Califoriiia  Graduate  Ohio.  '  and  Vander  Griend,  participants  in- 

port  to  hear  a  recommendation  from  a  financial  drain  on  the  SBC  entity  School  of  Theology,  Glendale  Also  serving  with  the  search  com-  eluded  Dave  Bucks’  of  the  ^totian 

the  search  committee,*  said  Mike  since  it  was  launched  in  1984.  Johnson  was  a  trustee  of  the  RTVC  mittee  was  T.W  Terral,  director  of  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  Brad 

Hamlett,  pastor  of  First  Church  of  Hamlett  said  he  could  not  comment  from  198085,  when  he  resigned,  citing  Baptist  associational  missions  in  Long  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  USA 

North  Spt^nburg,  S.C.,  and  chair-  on  the  called  meeting  “much  beyond  the  pressure  of  to  responsibilities  as  Baton  Rouge,  La.  Tterral  went  off  the  David  Bryant  and  John  ()uam  of  Con- 

nun  of  RTVC  trustees.  the  announcement  because  the  board  a  state  convention  executive  director,  board  in  1989,  but  was  asked  to  con-  certs  of  Prayer  International  Alice 

Hamlett  said  the  search  conunittee*  has  not  acted.”  Since  AUen’k  resignation,  RTVC  Ex-  tinue  to  work  with  the  search  Haynes  with  the  Andean  Prayer 

recommend  Johnson  to  succeed  Johnson,  55,  has  been  executive  ecutive  Vice  President  Richard  T.  conunittee  Fellowship  of  the  Episcopal  Church 

Jinuny  R.  Allen,  who  resigned  as  director  of  the  Arizona  Southern  Bap-  McCartney  has  been  interim  No  controversy  surfaced  during  the  (Cmtinued  m  ps^  6)  ’ 
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Three  conferences  will 
focus  on  authentic  worship 


Three  conferences  on  authentic 
worship  will  take  place  in  north,  cen¬ 
tral,  and  south  Mississippi  in  May. 

These  meetings, 
entitled  “Reaching 
People  through 
Authentic  Wor¬ 
ship,”  are  for 
church  and  asso- 
ciational  worship 
leaders  including 
pastors,  music 
direct^  directors 
of  missions,  in- 

Tki.un  strumentalists, 
Thielen 

mittee  members. 

lliey  are  a  part  of  a  multi-year 
series  called  “Lefk  All  Go  to  Church.” 

The  dates  and  sites  are  May  21  at 
First  Church,  Oxford;  May  22  at 


Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson;  and 
May  24  at  First  Church,  Hattiesburg. 

Each  begins  at  8:15  with  registra¬ 
tion  and  ends  at  3:35.  Program 
leaders  include  Martin  Thielen,  con¬ 
sultant  in  the  pastoral  ministries  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Sunday  School  Board; 
Julius  Thompson,  director  of  the 
Church  Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries  Department,  MBCB;  and 
Graham  Smith,  directm-  (rf  the  Church 
Music  Department,  MBCB. 

Ibpics  Include  “The  Nature  and 
Function  of  the  Worship  Committee,” 
“Evaluation  of  Worship,”  “Ideas  for 
Promoting  Attendance,”  and  “Focus 
on  the  New  Baptist  Hymnal.” 

Participants  are  requested  to  pire- 
register  writing  Thompson  at  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 


Senior  adults  can  choose 
from  three  Gulfshore  meets 


Clinic  licensing  >  CL 
RiverboaC  gambling  •  RB 
Lottery  ■  LT 


LEGISLATOR 


CL  RB  LT 


DONALD  ALEORD,  RIDGELANS 
D.  R.  ANDEXSON,  ELLISVILLE 
ES)  BUCKMON.  CANTON 
BUCK  BOUNDS.  PHILADELPHIA' 

BILLY  BOWLES,  HOUSTON 
CLIFTORD  BRITT,  WESSON 
TERRY  BROWN.  COLUMBUS 
HARRY  BRYAN,  BATESVILLE 
HORACE  BUCKLEY.  JACKSON 
ED  BUELOW,  VICKSBURG 
GLENN  BURDINE,  NATHISTON 
CRED&L  CALHOUN,  JACKSON 
CHARLIE  CAPPS.  CLEVELAND 
ERIC  CLARK,  TAYLORSVILLE 
ROBERT  CLARK,  LEXINGTON 
ALICE  CLARKE.  JACKSON 
DOROTHY  COLE,  RICHTON 
RAYMOND  (XMANS 

J.  P,  COMPREtTA,  BAY  ST.  LOUIS 
ROY  DABBS.  MERIDIAN 
BILL  DENNY,  JACKSON 
OLIVER  DIAZ.  BILOXI 
MITCH  ELLERBY,  MOSS  POINT 
JIM  ELLINGTON.  JACKSON 
TYRONE  ELUS,  STARKVILLE 
FRANK  ELY.  HURLEY 
GLENN  ENDRIS,  BILOXI 
ALVIN  ENDT,  OCEAN  SPRINGS 
GEORGE  FLAGGS.  VICKSBURG 
RICK  FORTENBERRY,  MERIDIAN  ' 
TED  FOSTER,  PONTOTOC 
HILLMAN  FRAZIER.  JACKSON 
ISIAH  FREDERICKS,  GULFP(»T 
DELHA  FURNISS,  RENA  LARA 
JOEDY  GEORGE,  GREENWOOD 
DAVID  GREEN.  GLOSTER 
JIEtlY  GREEN,  ITTA  BENA 
JOHN  GRISHAM,  SOUTHAVEN 
DON  GRIST,  VARDAMAN  r 
DANNY  GUICE,  OCEAN  SPRINGS 
MIKE  GUNN.  JACKSON 
DAVID  HALLBROOK.  BELZONl 
BRUCE  HANSON,  COLUMBUS 
AYRES  HAXTON,  NATCHEZ 
CURT  HEBERT,  PASCAGOUU 
CUYTON  HENDERSON,  TUNICA 
AARON  HENRY,  CURKSDAL& 

ASHLEY  HINES,  GREENVILLE 
STEVE  HOLUND,  PLANTERSVILLE 
CURTIS  HOLSTON,  POPURVILLE 
TOmY  HORNE,  MERIDIAN 
JEROME  HUSKEY,  GREENWOOD  SPRINGS 
ED  JACKSON,  CLEVELAND 
BILL  JONES,  PETAL 
LESLIE  KING.  GREENVILLE 
BILLY  LANCASTER.  WINONA 
EZELL  LEE,  PICAYUNE 
DICK  LIVINGSTON,  PULASKI 
BENNETT  MALONE,  CARTHAGE 
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PERCY  MAPLES,  LUCEDALE 

BILLY  MCCOY,  RIENZI 

CECIL  MCCRORY,  BRANDON 

JOE  MCELWAIN,  RIPLEY 

WES  MCINVALE,  BATESVILLE 

BUTCH  MCMILLAN,  KOSCIUSKO 

SONNY  NERIDETH,  GREENVILLE 

NIKE  MILLS,  ABERDEEN 

BOBBY  MOAK,  BOGUE  CHITTO 

BOBBY  MOODY,  LOUISVILLE 

ANDY  NORRIS,  NEW  ALBANY 

HARVEY  MOSS,  (XHilNTH 

J(«L  NCTHERLAND,  YAZOO  CITY 

CLEM  NETTLES,  JAYESS 

NIKE  NIPPER,  GRENADA 

CARL  PARKER,  SUNRALL 

JOHN  PENNEBAKER.  NEW  ALBANY 

DIANE  PERkNICH,  PASS  CHRISTIAN 

ED  PERRY,  OXFORD 

WILL  GREEN  POINDEXTER.  INVERNESS 
JOHN  REEVES.  JACKSON 
TOttfr  REYNOLDS,  CHARLESTON 
WALTER  ROBINSON,  BOLTON 
RAY  ROGERS,  PEARL  '  •  *- 

SCOTT  ROSS,  WEST  POINT 
ED  RYAN.  BILOXI 
FRANCES  SAVAGE,  BRANDON 
NARK  SCARBOROUGH,  FLORENCE 
BARNEY  SCHOBY,  NATCHEZ 
ELOISE  SCOTT,  TUPELO 
MORRIS  LEE  SCOTT,  HERNANDO 
CHARLES  SHEPPHARD,  LORMAN 
BOB  SHORT.  GULFPORT 
CECIL  SDMONS,  NABEN 
MIRIAM  SDMONS,  COLUMBIA 
JIM  SIMPSON,  LONG  BEACH 
BILL  SINGLETARY,  aiNTON 
GARY  STAPLES,  UUREL 
NARY  ANN  5TEVENS,  WEST 
KEN  STRIBLING,  JAaSON 
JOHNNY  STRINGER,  MONTROSE 
JOE  TAYLOR,  WAYNESBORO 
DEWAYNE  THOMAS,  JACKSON 
GUS  TOWNSEND,  UUREL 
JIMMY  TYRONE,  MONTICELLO 
'DON  UNDERWOOD,  BROOKHAVEN 
J.  B.  VAN  SLYKE,  HATTIESBURG 
RAY  VECCHIO,  GAUTIER 
ROBERT  VINCE,  SANDY  HOOK 
HACK  LLOYD  WADKINS,  lUKA 
CHARLES  WALDRUP,  DREW 
ALFRED  walker,  COLUMBUS 
BRENT  WAUER,  MCGEE 
TOtMY  WAiMAN,  MCCOMB 
JOJE  WARREN,  MOUNT  OLIVE 
PERCY  WATSON,  HATTIESBURG 
'CHARliS  WEISSINGER,  ROLLING  PORK 
JERRY  WILKERSON,  DALEVILLE 
CHARLIE  WILLIAMS,  SENATOBIA 
TOMMY  WOODS.  BYHALIA 
CHARLES  YOUNG,  MERIDIAN 
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Lyon 


Wells 


Senior  Adults  can  choose  from 
among  three  conferences  this  sum¬ 
mer  at  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 
each  with  the  same  program,  but  with 
some  different  personnel. 

The  three  dates  will  be  May  21-23, 
.May  24-26,  and  May  28-June  1.  Thane 
of  each  will  be  “Senior  Adults 
Undetgirding  \bur  Pastorls  Ministiy.” 

Registration  opens  for  the  flrst  two 
c(»feraices  at  1:30  on  the  flrst  day. 
Elach  will  end  at  noon  the  third  day. 
The  third  meeting  will  begin  at  1:30 
on  May  28  with  registration  and  con¬ 
clude  on  June  1  after  breakfast. 

Conference  pastm*  for  the  flrat  two 
wrill  be  Henry  Lyon,  family  ministry 


director  for  the  Alabama  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  Ray  Wells  will  be  pastor  for 
the  third,  longer  meeting.  He  is  fami¬ 
ly  ministiy  director  for  ttie  Louisiana 
Baptist  C^ention. 

J.  Clark  Hensley,  contract  cimsul- 
tant  for  senior  adults,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Cwiventimi  Board,  wiU  be  pro¬ 
gram  directiM'  for  all  three  con¬ 
ferences.  Levon  Moore,  retired  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions  for  Attala  County,  wUl 
assist  him  for  the  flrst  two  meetings. 

Cortez  Hutchinson  Jr,  minister  of 
education  at  First  Churdi,  Ifezoo  Ci¬ 
ty,  will  assist  during  the  third.  The  two 
assistants  will  lead  the  morning 
watch  devotionals  on  the  pier  during 
their  conferences. 

Besides  leadership  conferences, 
thoo  will  be  sessions  on  wellness, 
crafts,  better  nutrition,  seniors 
reaching  senioi^  “How  to  Be  a  Saint,” 
volunteer  missions,  and  the  cults. 

For  program  information,  contact 
Hensl^  in  the  Discipleship  lYaining 
Departnfent,  MBCB,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205.  Tb  registo;  write 
Gulfshore  Baptist  AssemUy,  Haider- 
s<m  Point,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39671. 


Margaret  Fairbum  returns 
to  work  in  Liberia 


MONROVIA,  Liberia  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptist  missionary 
Margaret  Fairburn  of  ’^lertown. 
Miss.,  returned  to  her  work  in  Zwedru, 
Liberia,  April  18  after  leaving  her 
home  there  three  weeks  earlier 
because  (g  increased  fighting  between 
government  and  rebel  troops  in 
neighboring  Nimba  County. 

Fhirburn  had  flown  to  Liberia’s 
capital,  Monrovia,  because  the  main 
road  to  Zwedru  often  is  cut  off  during 
heavier  fighting.  However,  press 
reports  from  Zwedru  sav  the  citv  is 
safe  and  has  remained  feirly  calm. 

The  fighting  began  last  D^ember 
when  r^l  troops  invaded  Liberia 
from  Ivory  Oiast.  The  rebels  are  try¬ 
ing  to  overthrow  President  Samuel 
who  seized  power  in  a  1960  coup. 

While  in  Monrovia,  Fairburn  was 
joined  in  late  March  by  five  other 
Southern  Baptist  personnel  who  had 
to  leave  their  woric  in  and  around 
Vekepa,  a  city  in  northern  Nimba 
(bounty  where  some  of  the  worst 


fighting  has  occurred. 

Of  the  five  Southern  Baptist 
workers  and  one  child  oi  missionaries 
who  had  to  leave  Yekepa,  only 
Journeyman  Lymtte  Sneed  of  Liber¬ 
ty,  Ma,  remains  in  Monrovia.  Career 
missionary  Earl  Williams  of  West 
Monroe,  La.,  returned  to  Yekepa  after 
accompanying  his  wife,  Jane,  and 
their  9-year-old  son,  Kenneth,  to  . 
Monrovia,  but  also  was  forced  to  leave 
later  because  of  fighting  near  Yekepa. 
The  Williamses  now  have  left 
Monrovia  for  a  short  vacation  with 
family  in  the  United  States.  Volunteers 
Cecil  and  EUajane  Sutley,  who  were 
near  the  end  of  their  volunteer  term 
in  Yekepa,  decided  to  return  a  few 
weeks  early  to  their  'home  in 
Arkadelphia,  Ark. 


At  the  end  of  1969.  Southern  Baptists 
^d  2,132  endorsed  chwlains  serving 
throughout  the  United  States  and  in  17 
foreign  countries. 
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Behind  the  torn  curtain 


FMB  assigns  first 
secret  Christian?  full-time  workers  to  USSR 


Is  Gorbachev  a 


By  Dan  Wooding 


to  feed  20,000  Jews  with  five  loaves  of  bread.”  The  elder  Lozuk  had  lived  in  Fort  Student  Work,  Mississippi  Baptist 

Does  this  mean  that  Gorbachev  l^lieves?  Political  Wch^  10  years  before  he  was  invited  Convention  Board,  said  that  10 
commentator  Mark  Helprin,  writer  in  the  Wall  Street  jq  g  Slavic  Baptist  mission.  The  Rus-  students  from  Mississippi  and  two 
Journal,  believes  the  examples  are  not  conclusive.  Still  gian  Orthodox  immigrant  began  at-  Baptist  student  directors  are  to  help 
one  can  conclude  that  the  Soviet  leader  represents  either  tending  services  at  the  mission,  pro-  with  the  project  in  Leningrad.  The 
a  spiritual  surprise  attack  within  the  Soviet  hierarchy  fegged  his  faith  in  Christ  and  later  was  directors  are  Joe  Cobb,  BooneviUe, 
or  a  inanipulation  of  the  Soviet  people’s  religious  called  by  the  congregation  to  be  its  Northeast  Mississippi  Community 
aspirations.  pastor.  He  married  a  Polish  Roman  College,  and  John  Sumner,  Ellisville, 

During  an  interview  with  a  Southern  California  Chris-  Catholic  immigrant,  Jennie,  who  also  Jones  County  Community  CoUege. 
tian  radio  station,  an  interviewee  who  had  just  returned  had  made  a  profession  of  faith  at  the  McCracken,  who  went  to  Russia 
from  the  Soviet  Union  made  the  startling  claim  that  church.  earlier  this  year  to  help  in  advance 

Mikhail  Gorbachev’s  brother  was  actually  an  Growing  up,  missionary  Lozuk  re-  planning  for  the  volunteer  project, 
unregistered  Baptist  pastor.  Shortly  afterwards,  Soviet-  counted,  “Mother  would  speak  Polish,  said  student  response  has  been  great, 
watcher,  Michael  Bordeaux  of  Keston  College,  England,  i  might  answer  in  English,  and  Dad  At  least  40  applications  from 
said  he  doubted  this  claim.  Later,  when  I  talked  with  the  mi^  answer  in  Russian.”  At  church,  Mississippi  students  were  received,  he 
man  who  made  the  original  claim,  he  said  he  has  since  sermons  and  Sunday  School  were  in  said. 

been  back  to  the  U.S.S.R.  and,  after  further  investiga-  either  English  w  Russian;  Polish  also  North  Carolina  Baptists  have  sent 
tions,  discovered  that  Gorbachev’s  broUier  was  not  a  .  was  used  in  singing.  His  father  led  the  the  first  construction  teams  in  a  part- 
pastor  after  all,  but  an  elder  of  an  unregistered  Baptist  lOO-member  congregation  for  30  years  nership  to  help  Polish  Baptists  con- 
congregation.  If  that’s  true,  some  of  Gorbachev’s  “open-  until  his  death  in  1957.  His  mother  still  struct  a  new  seminary  building.  The 
ness”  to  Christianity  could  be  explained.  lives  in  Fort  Wor^.  three-year  project  will  involve  some 

It  is,  however,  hard  to  believe  that  Gorbachev  would  The  Fbreign  Mission  Board  is  work-  500  North  Carolina  volunteers.  Califor- 
have  been  allowed  to  rise  to  such  a  position  of  power  if  ing  to  fUl  several  other  career  mis-  nia  Baptists  have  plans  to  aid  Ukrai- 
he  were  a  believer,  and  Helprin  himself  suggests  that  all  sionary  positions  for  Eastern  Europe:  nian  Baptists  with  computer  and  of- 
he  apparent  examples  of  spirituality  in  Gorbachev’s  life,  an  evangelism  and  church  develop-  fice  equipment  and  leadership  train- 
ven  taken  together,  are  not  c<^lusive  evidence  of  Chris-  ment  worker  to  assist  Polish  Baptists ;  ing.  Georgia  Baptists’  executive  com¬ 
an  faith.  But  he  u^  the  evidence  as  the  basis  for  an  a  couple  to  teach  English  in  Poland;  mittee  has  laid  the  groundwork  for  a 
itriguing  sp^ulation  about  what  the  future  mi^t  hold  a  coordinator  of  Bible  correspondence  three-year  partnersMp  with  Germany, 
the  top  leader  of  the  Soviet  Union  actually  believes  in  courses  and  religious  education  in  With  German  reunification,  it  would 
od-  Hungary;  a  New  Ibstament  and  include  churches  in  former  East 

A  truly  Christian  Gorbachev,  he  concludes,  would  have  Greek  teacher  for  the  Baptist  Germany. 

'  le  potential  to  “turn  the  Soviet  system  upside  down.”  seminary  in  Hungary;  and  a  printer  For  the  third  consecutive  year,  the 
Whatever  the  tniUi  is  about  Gorbachev’s  faith,  or  lack  to  teach  Hungarian  Baptists  to  Foreign  Mission  Board  has  enlisted 
of  it,  we,  as  Christians,  need  to  pray  for  this  man  that  operate  offset  printing  equipment.  In  several  teams  of  eight  volunteers  each 
has  already  heralded  in  some  of  the  most  historic  February,  the  board  appointed  a  mis-  to  continue  construction  of  a  new 
changes  in  the  Elastem  bloc.  For  he  has  been  used  to  sionary  to  focus  on  Romanian-  seminary  building  in  Hungary. 

'inally  open  up  much  of  the  Iron  Curtain.  language  radio  ministry.  Four  prof^ors  from  Southwestern 

Dan  Wooding  is  an  award-winning  British  journalist  “We  are  discussing  other  career  Seminary,  F^rt  Worth,  will  be  in 
now  living  in  Southern  California,  where  he  is  the  founder  positions  with  Elastem  Eiuopean  Bap-  Romania  from  May  22  to  June  12  to 
and  president  of  ASSIST  (Aids  to  Special  Saints  in  tist  leaders,”  said  Isam  ^llenger,  lead  seminars  for  church  lead^. 
Strategic  Times; )  This  new  ministry  is  now  linking  chur-  Foreign  Mission  Board  vice  president  Three  professors  and  a  senim*  English 
ches  in  the  West  with  those  in  restricted-access  countries  for  Southern  Baptist  work  in  Europe,  student  from  Oklahoma  Baptist 
behind  the  various  curtains  in  a  sister  church  program.  He  anticipates  requests  for  additional  University  in  Shawnee  will  be  in 
For  further  information,  write  to  ASSIST,  P.  O.  Box  41179,  workers  to  assist  in  evangelism  and  Hurtgary  June  28  to  Aug.  11  to  teach 
Pasadena,  CA  91114-8179.  the  training  of  church  leaders  in  the  English  at  the  International  Baotist 


In  one  of  his  latest  columns,  journalist  Dan  Wooding 
attempts  to  discover  why  the  Soviet  leader  talks  about 
God  and  examines  the  evidence  to  see  if  Gorbachev  is 
actually  a  secret  believer. 

The  astonishing  tum-around  in  the  Soviet  Union  dur¬ 
ing  the  brief  but  l^toric  reign  of  Mikhail  Gorbachev  has 
prompted  many  Christians  to  ask  the  question;  Is  Gor¬ 
bachev  a  secret  believer? 

There  is  certainly  evidence  to  show  that  he  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  anti-Christian.  If  he  were,  he  would  not  have 
allowed  an  incredible  six  million  Russian  Bibles  and  New 
Testaments  to  legally  enter  the  Soviet  Union  in  1989. 

During  his  policy  of  glasnost  (openness)  and 
perestroika  (restructuring),  official  Soviet  sources  claim 
that  1,610  new  religious  communities  for  all  religious 
traditions  were  registered  in  1988,  including  restored  and 
newly-constructed  church  buildings. 

That  fact  that  just  about  ail  religious  prisoners  have 
been  freed  from  the  Gulag,  as  well  as  Christians  being 
allowed  to  hold  open-air  services  and  mass  baptisms  all 
over  the  U.S.S.R.,  also  points  to  his  sympathies  lying  in 
favoiif'of  believers. 

If  Gorbachev  were  anti-Christian,  he  would  not  have 
allowed  Argentine-born  evangelist  Luis  Palau  to  make 
history  in  September  by  holding  open-air  meetings  in  the 
cities  of  Riga,  Leningrad,  Kishinev,  Kiev,  and  Moscow. 
In  a  country  that  for  years  has  tried  to  stamp  out  reli^on, 
thousands  came  forward  to  give  their  lives  to  Christ. 

Charisma  magazine  in  the  United  States  reports  that 
when  (Jorbachev  visits  his  mother  on  his  birtoday,  she 
serves  him  an  Easter  cake  decorated  with  the  initials 
of  the  Russian  words  for  “Christ  is  risen.” 

It  is  also  widely  reported  that  when  he  was  a  child,  the 
general  secretary  of  the  Soviet  Union  was  baptized  in  a 
Russian  Orthodox  church  during  Stalin’s  reign  of  terror. 

While  in  Paris  in  the  summer  of  1989,  the  Soviet  leader 
was  questioned  by  reporters  about  his  religious  beliefs. 
It  was  then  that  he  said  that  his  wife,  Raisa,  was  the  on¬ 
ly  “non-believer  in  the  family.”  When  asked  if  he  had  been 
baptized,  he  reportedly  replied,  “Yes,  I  was  baptized.  I 
don’t  think  there’s  anything  strange  about  that.” 

When  Gorbachev  met  with  Ronald  Reagan,  the  then 
President  of  the  United  States,  during  summit  meetings, 
he  was  heard  referring  to  God.  He  once  said,  “Jesus 
(Christ  alone  knew  answers  to  all  questions  and  knew  how 


RTVC  trustees  hike  budget 


By  Toby  Druin 

FORT  WORTH.  Texas  (BP)  — ■  least  one  regional  office  and  promo-  possibilities  of  the  future.” 

Buoyed  by  an  optimistic  financial  tion  funds  for  the  AITTS  network,  and  The  improved  financial  picture  was 
report  and  the  observation  from  in-  a  5  percent  salary  increase  for  achieved  through  “tightening  our 
terim  President  Richard  T.  McC^art-  employees  —  their  first  in  two  years,  belts  until  we  could  hardly  breathe,” 
ney  that  “the  ^tient  is  now  healthy,”  TTe  trustees  also  were  informed  by  he  said,  and  also  through  greatly  in- 
Southem  Baptist  Radio  and  'Itelevision  trustee  Chairman  Michael  S.  Hamlet  creased  revenues  from  advertising 
Commission  trustees  voted  to  in-  that  the  search  committee,  which  has  and  from  syndication  fees  for  films 
crease  the  agency's  budget  by  more  been  seeking  a  successor  to  President  and  programs  the  commission  owns, 
than  $6(X),000  for  the  last  half  of  the  Jimmy  R.  Allen,  who  resigned  last  Projected  advertising  and  syndica- 
current  fiscal  year.  ,  April,  expects  to  summon  the  trustees  tion  revenue  for  the  first  six  months 

The  increase  will  boost  the  1989-90  back  to  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  soon  to  was  $485,000,  but  already  has  totaled 
budget,  which  runs  through  hear  a  recommendation  from  the  almost  $800,000,  and  is  expected  to 
September  1990,  from  $7,756,000  to  committee.  continue  at  the  increased  level. 

$8,173,000  and  will  provide  funds  for  Hamlet,  who  apprised  the  trustees  The  contract  with  the  San  Antonio, 
marketing,  return  of  four  employees  of  the  committee’s  efforts  during  a  Ttexas,  firm  that  has  sold  spot  adver- 
to  the  payroll  who  have  been  working  35-minute  closed-door  session,  told  the  Using  and  spot  announcements  on  the 
on  a  contract  basis,  reopening  of  at  Baptist  Standard,  newsjournal  of  thq  ACTS  network  is  under  review. 

Baptist  General  Convention  of  Ibxas,  McCartney  noted. 

Michael  S.  Wright,  vice  president  of 
ACTS  for  affiliate  relations,  reported 
that  during  the  last  year  of  “hold  our 
own”  activities,  the  ACTS  network  had 
done  just  that  —  losing  about  750,000 
terim  president  since  Allen’s  r^igna-  subscribers,  but  also  gaining  alraut 

the  same  number. 

ing  the  year  the  commission’s  short-  His  report  showed  the  network  is 
term  debt  of  $625,000  had  been  paid  now  on  438  systems  with  a  total  poten- 
off;  the  long-term  debt,  which  was  tial  viewing  audience  of  almost  25 

. .  million. 

Hamlet  was  elected  to  a  second 
term  as  chairman  of  the  trustees. 
Other  officers  elected  were  Leroy 
Stevens,  retired  layman  from 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  first  vice  chairman; 
James  M.  “Mickey”  Castleberry, 
ting  financial  realities,”  McCartn^  pastor  of  Ridgecrest  Church,  Mont- 
told  the  trustees.  “Now  we  can  begin  .gomery,  Ala.,  second  vice  chairman; 
to  dream  again.  We  can  replace  the  and  Steven  A.  Huffman,  layman  from 
problems  of  the  past  with  the  Papillon,  Neb.,  secretary. 


CREATING  ORDER 
OUT  OF 


he  expects  to  ask  fw  the  called  session 
PraVCr  Icflclcrs  ...  trustees  “probably  in  two  or 

^  three  weeks.” 

(Continued  from  page  4)  McCartney,  former  executive  vice 

Charles  Denton  of  the  Assemblies  of  president  who  has  been  serving  ds  in- 

God,  and  Glenn  Sheppard  of  Interna  . _ 

tional  Prayer-Ministries.  tion,  reported  to  the  trustees  thatdur- 

Each  person  reported  witnessing  a 
new  emphasis  upon  pr^er  in  the 
churches.  For  example,  Crabtree  said 
the  A  'mblies  of  God  is  enlisting  1  $8.4  million  last  April,  hacl  been  reduc- 

million  people  to  pray  daily  for  revival  ed  to  $7.5  million;  and  the  commis- 
in  America  as  part  of  a  10-year  plan  sion’s  reserves  had  been  increased  to 
called  “Decade  of  Harvest.”  $400,000.  The  goal  is  to  build  the 

“There  is  a  hunger  for  God  being  reserves  to  $500,000 the  end  of  1992. 
born  all  across  this  naUon,”  he  told  the  “Over  the  past  months  we  have  had 
group.  “I’ve  riever  seen  anything  like  to  be  extremely  pra^aUc  in  confron- 
it.  God  is  tiding  to  get  our  churches 
to  a  state  of  prayer.” 

Mack  Wingfield  is  on  the  staff  of 
Home  Mission  Board. 


AN  EXCITING  SURVIVAL  REVIVAL  FOR  PARENTS 


May  11  &  13.  1990 
rrMay,  7:00  p.m.  to  9:S0  p.m. 

Saturday.  8:30  a.m.  to  12:00  noon 

NatfcMMlIy  Kaowa  Spaakcra  and  Authors 

JIM  &  SALLY  CONWAY  m  «9IPii|r 

Presented  with  wit,  understanding,  and  a  firm  Biblical  foundation. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  For  regWtroUon  and  cool 
JACKSON,  MISSISSIPPI  WbnMtton  can  949^194$. 

During  thooe  conferencoo  Youth  WOI  he  In  the  Dawnm  McASIoIrr  Student  Con/erence:  Fhot  Bogllol  Church. 


Coluuelmg/ Family 
k  MINISTRY 


I 
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Vines  announces  key  SBC  appointments 


(Continued  from  page  3) 

The  committee  includes  a  clergy  or 
denominationally-related  person  and 
a  layperson  from  each  convention.  In 
the  listing,  clergy  will  be  listed  first. 

ALABAMA  —  Frank  Whitaker, 
pastor,  Gilliam  Springs  Cl6(urch,  Arab; 
Mary  John  Wilson,  homemaker  and 
member  of  First  (jhurch,  Gacbden. 

ALASKA  —  Charles  Bridges, 
pastor,  Jewel  Lake  Church,  An¬ 
chorage;  William  Milewski,  state 
employee  and  member  of  First 
(Tiurch,  Kenai. 

ARIZONA  —  Jimmy  Dean  Frock, 
pastor.  First  C^hurch,  Chandler;  and 
Louise  Coffey,  homemaker  and 
member  of  First  Southern  (Church, 
Glendale. 

ARKANSAS  —  Ronnie  Mays,  pastor 
of  First  (Tiurch,  Beebe;  and  Robert 
Ray  Wilson,  a  dentist  and  member  of 
First  Church,  Heber  Springs. 

CALIFORNIA  —  Herb  Carson, 
pastor  of  Cerritos  Valley  C^iurch, 
LaPalma;  Linda  Peterson,  a 
homemaker  and  member  of  Stine 
Road  Church,  Bakersfield. 

COLORADO  —  Jim  Henderson, 
pastor  of  Pleasant  Valley  Church,  Col¬ 
orado  Springs;  Judy  McClellan,  a 
teacher  and  member  of  First  Church, 
Rifle. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  — 
Harold  Sorill,  pastor  of  Clinton  (Md.) 
Church;  and  Velma  Henderson,  nur¬ 
sing  administrator  and  member  of 
Hillcrest  Church,  Oxon  Hill,  Md. 

FLORIDA  —  Gates;  Kim  Curry  Or¬ 
man,  housewife  and  member  of 
Garden  Church,  Hollywood. 

GEORGIA  —  David  Drake,  pastor, 
First  Church,  COrtersville;  Allen 
Kuykendall,  Air  Force  captain  and 
member  of  Eastwood  Church, 
Acworth. 

HAWAII  —  Malcolm  Stuart,  pastor 
of  Kailua  Church,  Kailua;  Morris 
Ibkoshi,  state  employee  and  member 
of  Nuuanu  Church,  Honolulu. 

ILLINOIS  —  Max  Samples,  pastor 
of  Third  Church,  West  Fraidcfort; 
James  Perryman,  an  engineer  and 
member  of  Bethel  Church,  Kankakee. 

INDIANA  —  Robert  Tibbs,  pastor. 
Memorial  Church,  Brownsburg; 
Diane  Wright,  administrative  assis¬ 
tant  and  member  of  Pleasant  Heists 
Church,  Indianapolis. 

KANSAS-NEBRASKA  —  Fred 
Dycus,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Bax¬ 
ter  Springs,  Kan.;  Bruce  Davisson, 
business  manager  and  member  of 
Shawnee  Heights  Church,  Ibpeka. 

KENTUCKY  -  Ferrell  Gardner, 
pastor  of  Carlisle  Avenue  Church, 
LouisviHe;  Thomas  Adrian  Jones, 
automobile  dealer  and  member  of 
Friendship  Church,  Grand  Rivers. 

LOUISIANA  —  Jimmie  Herring, 
pastor  of  Bonita  Road  Church, 
Bastrop;  Suzanne  Grigsby, 
homemaker  and  member  of  First 
Church,  Moss  Bluff. 

MARYLAND/DELAWARE  - 
Robert  H.  Depp,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Chestertown,  Md.;  Helen 
Scott,  teacher  and  member  of 
Cockeysville  (Md.)  Church. 

MICHIGAN  -  Robert  Spivey, 
putor  of  North  Prospect  Church,  Yp- 
silanti;  Edward  Dauzy,  layman  and 
member  of  Pine  Mountain  Church, 
Irm  Mountain. 

MISSISSIPPI  -  Bob^  Williamson, 
pastor  of  Park  Place  Church,  Bran¬ 
don;  Mike  Hatten,  manager  of  a  nur¬ 
sing  home  and  member  of  Big  Level 
Church,  Perkinston. 

MISSOURI  —  Dennis  McKkywan, 
pastor  of  Spring  Vall^  Church, 
Raytown;  Robert  Miller,  self- 
emploved  and  a  member  of  First 
Church,  DeSoto. 

NEVADA  —  Michael  Rodrigues, 
pastor  of  Sunrise  Church,  Las  Vegas; 
Ann  E.  Brown,  clerk  and  member  of 


Desert  Hills  Church,  Las  Vegas. 

NEW  ENGLAND  -  Jim  Beddows, 
pastor  of  Chndlewood  Church,  Dan¬ 
bury,  Chnn, ;  Murray  Wheeler,  retired 
and  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Tolland,  Conn. 

NEW  MEXICO  -  Joe  McKinney, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Albuquerque; 
Margaret  Witt,  homemaker  and 
member  of  Sandia  Church, 

rfew  YORK  -  Larry  Pridmore, 
pastor  of  Grace  Church,  Whitehall; 
Bonita  Leary,  homemaker  and 
member  of  Farmingdale  (N.Y.) 
Church. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  —  Dennis  Pat¬ 
ton,  pastor  of  Mount  Hebron  Church, 
Connelly  Springs;  Gary  Parker,  a  fur¬ 
niture  salesman  and  member  of  Law- 
ing’s  Chapel,  Maiden. 

NORTHWEST  -  A.  Wade  Thomas, 
pastor  of  Chlvary  Church,  Vancouver, 
Wash.;  Betty  Gantenbein, 
homemaker  and  member  of  First 
Church,  Madras,  Ore 

OHIO  —  Tom  Walters,  pastor  of  Ur- 
bancrest  Church,  Goshen;  Karen 
Alexander,  homemaker  and  member 
of  Sharon  Woods  Church,  Columbus. 

OKLAHOMA  -  Chester  Ward  Jr, 
director  of  associational  missions  and 
member  of  Victory  Park  Church, 
McAlester;  Norman  Lamb,  attorney 
and  member  of  Emmanuel  Church, 
Enid. 

PENNSYLVANIA/SOUTH 
JERSEY  —  Lamar  Duke,  pastor  of 
Absecon  (N.J.)  Church;  Malcolm 
Ihylor,  vice  president  of  a  consulting 
firm  and  member  of  Pittsburgh  (Pa.) 
Church. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  —  Marion 
Jones,  pastor  of  Langston  Memorial 
Church,  (hnway;  Greg  Hasselbring, 
a  sales  representative  and  member  of 
(hntral  Church,  Darlington. 

TENNESSEE  -  Todd  Zeigler, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Alcoa;  Tbm- 
my  Doyle,  a  medical  doctor  and 
member  of  First  Church,  Milan. 

TEjXAS  —  Hayes  Wicker,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Lubbock;  James  Brun¬ 
son,  attorney  and  member  of  First 
Church,  Houston. 

VIRGINIA  —  Phillip  Hunt,  pastor 
of  Wayne  Hills  Church,  Waynesboro; 
Lon  Clayton  Warner,  an  employee  of 
the  Chntral  Intelligence  Agency  and 
member  of  Jefferson  (Va.)  Church. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  -  Lonnie 
Chenowith,  pastor  of  Mineral  Wells 
(W.  ya.)  fellowship;  Georgette  James, 
beautician  and  member  ^  Edgemont 
Church,  Bluefield. 

UTAH/IDAHO  —  Don  Falke,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Moab,  Utah;  Harold 
Luke,  a  maintenance  technician  and 
member  of  First  Church,  Helper, 
Utah. 

RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE 

The  Resolutions  Committee  is 
made  up  of  10  members,  three  of 
whom  must  be  members  of  the  SBC 
Executive  (hmmittee  The  commit¬ 
tee,  according  to  Bylaw  21,  has  the 
‘duty  . . .  to  ixepare  and  submit  to  the 
convention  resolutions  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  deems  appropriate  for  adop 
tionand  to  report  on  all  matters  sub¬ 
mitted  to  if  by  the  convention,  with  or 
without  recommendation  or  amend¬ 
ments.” 

The  bylaw  also  asks  that  proposed 
nasohjtioiU  be  sent  to  the  committee 
30  days  tefore  the  annual  meeting. 

Vines  naitied  Mark  Chrts,  raster  of 
Chlvary  Church,  Winston-CSal^,  N.C., 
as  chairmifh.  He  alse'filMied'Mark 
Coppenger,  executive  director  of  the 
State  Cionvention  of  Baptists  in  In¬ 
diana,  and  the  1989  Resolutions  Com¬ 
mittee  chairman,  to  the  1990 
committee 

Executive  (hmmittee  members  are 
Paul  House,  an  assistant  professor  of 
religion  at  Taylor  University,  Upland, 


Ind. ;  Russell  Bush,  a  retired  dentist 
and  pastor,  from  Hattiesburg,  Miss. ; 
and  Miriam  Kibelbeck,  a  homemaker 
from  Port  Charlotte,  Fla. 

Other  members  are  Andy  Buckley, 
Baptist  Student  Union  director  at  the 
University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana, 
and  member  of  Blast  Bayou  Church, 
Lafayette,  La. ;  Mrs.  Bobby  Vereen,  a 
homemaker  and  member  of 
Woodridge  Church,  Mobile,  Ala.; 
Robert  Sloan,  a  professor  at  Baylor 
University  and  member  or  First 
Church,  Lorena,  Texas;  Bill  Merrill, 
pastor  of  Countiw  Estates  Church, 
Midwest  City,  Okla.;  and  Charles 
Page,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Nashville 

CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE 

The  Credentials  Committee  works 
with  the  registration  secretary  during 
the  annual  meeting  “to  review  and 
rule  upon  any  question  which  may 
arise  in  registration  concerning  the 
credentials  of  messengers.” 

Bylaw  8  adds  any  committee  ruling 
“may  be  appealed  to  the  convention 
during  business  session.  Any  conten¬ 
tion  arising  on  the  floor  concerning 
seating  of  messengers  shall  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  committra  for  cmisideration 
and  the  committee  shall  report  back 
to  the  convention.” 

Vines  named  Lawton  Searcy,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  as 
chairman. 

Other  members  are  Sammy  Wilson, 
pastor  of  Calvary  Church,  Alcoa, 
Tenn.;  Mrs.  Steve  Felker,  a 
homemaker  and  member  of  Swift 
Creek  Church,  Colonial  Heights,  Va. ; 
Hairy  Michael,  pastor  of  Poplar 
Springs  Church,  Hiram,  Ga.;  Mrs. 
Steve  Drake,  a  pathology  lab  techni¬ 
cian  and  member  of  Newton  (Ala.) 
Church; 

Mrs.  (hrt  Dodd,  a  homemaker  and 
member  of  Metropolitan  Church, 
Houston;  Fbrrest  Lowry,  pastor  of 
Spring  (Texas)  Church;  Joe  Cobb, 
^U  director  and  member  of  First 
Church,  Booneville,  Miss.;  Herbert 
Chle,  pastor  of  Beulah  Church,  Chr- 
rollto^  Ga.;  Tommy  Knotts,  director 
of  missions  and  member  of  First 
Church,  Belvedere,  S.C.; 

Frank  Bell,  pastor  of  \^bb  (hurch, 
Newport,  Ibnii. ;  Gene  Lindsay,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Wills  Point,  Texas; 
JohniQr  Beard,  pastor  of  Colonial  Hills 
Church,  Tyler,  Texas;  Step  Martin, 
pastor  of  (hlva^  Chui^,  Shreveport, 
La;  Doug  McKinnon,  a  financial  plan¬ 
ner  and  member  of  Sandia  Church, 
Albuquerque; 

Steve  McVey,  pastor  of  Bemiston 
Church,  Tallade^,  Ala.;  Mrs.  Ron 
Meyers,  a  pro^m  administratiM'  and 
member  of  First  Church,  Springfield, 
Ill.;  Delano  McMinn,  pastor  of  Mt. 


INDIAN  SPRINGS  CHRISTIAN 
camping  facility  for  rent  for  camps 
or  week-end  retreats.  Central  heat, 
air-conditioning,  olympic-size 
swimming  pool,  P.  O.  Box  1080, 
Kosciusko,  MS  39090.  Phone 
289-7351. 


SEE  the  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm 
Resort  (for  groups  of  12  to  160) 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air- 
conditioned  lodging,  swimming,  |9 
tickets,  grilled  burger  cookout, 
and  breakfast  —  all  for  124  each! 
Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 


Lebanon  (hurch,  Greer,  S.C.;  Mrs. 
Emerson  Lyle,  a  tracher  and  member 
of  Whitesburg  Church,  Huntsville, 
Ala.; 

Kenneth  Hale,  pastor  of  TVinity 
Church,  Hanover,  N.H.;  William  T. 
Spencer  II,  director  of  missions  and 
member  of  Cornerstone  Church, 
Ankeny,  Iowa ;  John  Bridges,  retired 
insurance  agent  and  memrar  of  First 
(hurch.  Cartersville.  Ga.; 

James  Rock,  pastor  of  Mt.  Pisgah 
Church,  Austell,  Ga. ;  Harry  Clause,  a 
mediqal  doctor  and  member  of  First 
ChUrch,  Roanoke,  Va.;  Steve  Chrr, 
pastor  of  Old  Bethlehem  Church, 
Union  City,  Tenn.;  Don  Wills,  in¬ 
vestments  and  member  of  Park  (jibes 
Church,  Dallas;  and  Steve  Frank 
Bain,  pastor  of  LaChview  (hurch, 
Selmer,  Tenn. 

TELLERS  COMMITTEE 

The  Tellers  Conunittee,  working 
under  the  supervision  of  the  SBC 
registration  secretary,  tabulates  any 
votes  taken  during  the  annual 
meeting. 

Vines  named  Tim  Hedquist,  ad¬ 
ministrator  at  Bellevue  Church,  Chr- 
dova,  Tenn.,  as  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  Hedquist  recently  resigned  as 
vice  president  (rf  business  and  finance 
of  the  SBC  Executive  (hmmittee  and 
convention  manager  to  accept  the 
post  at  the  suburban  Memphis,  Ttenn., 
Church. 

Other  members : 

Mrs.  Ernie  Myers,  a  homemaker 
and  member  of  First  Southern 
Church,  Reno,  Nev. ;  Mrs.  David 
Bruce,  a  homemaker  and  member  of 
Riverside  Church,  Denver;  Claude 
Cone,  executive  director  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  of  New  Mexico  and 
member  of  First  Church, 
Albuquerque; 

Blarl  Potts,  executive  director  of  the 
Alabama  Baptist  Convention  and 
member  of  Ehstem  Hills  Church, 


Montgomery,  Ala.;  Paul  Murphy, 
pastor  of  iSvelfth  Street  Church, 
Gadsden,  Ala. ;  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr., 
editor  of  the  Christian  Index,  news- 
journal  of  the  Georgia  Baptist  (hn- 
vention  and  member  of  Atkinson 
Road  Church,  Lawrenceville,  Ga.; 

Mrs.  Tony  Chester,  a  hraiemaker 
and  member  of  Riverside  Church, 
Fort  Myers,  Fla.;  Randall  Williams, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Ibrnpa,  Fla. ; 
Eddie  HamUton,  pastor  ot  Oak  Fbrest 
Church,  Jackson,  Miss.;  Wendell 
Elstep,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Colum¬ 
bia,  S.C.; 

Bill  Prince,  manager  with  a 
telephone  company  and  member  of 
Abilene  Church,  Martinez,  Ga.;  Ray 
Spence,  pastor  of  Second  Church, 
Richmond,  Va.;  Ted  Mace,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Elkton,  Md.;  and  Mar¬ 
shall  Albritton,  attorney  and  member 
of  Park  Avenue  Church.  Nashville 

Martin  is  news  editor,  BP. 

Cancer  Center, 
leases  Roberts’ 

City  of  Faith 

TULSA,  Okla.  (EP)  —  Four  months 
after  Oral  Roberts  closed  the  City  of 
Faith  hospital  to  cut  costs,  a  new  te¬ 
nant  for  the  facility  has  b^n  found. 
The  Cancer  Care  Centers  of  America, 
based  in  Zion,  111.,  has  signed  a  30-year 
lease  for  250,000  square  feet  of  the 
space  available  in  the  30-story 
hospital,  or  roughly  10  percent  of  the 
space  available. 


Does  your  church  need  a 

SOUND  SYSTEM? 

Let  our  professionals  helpl 
Call  1-800-227-5^ 
Rosebenry  Plano  House 

Hattiesburg,  MS 


PAYS  100%  OF  DOCTORS  BILUPAYS  IN  OR  OUT  OF  HOSPITAL/PAYS  100% 

I  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT  ^ 

I  100%  COVERAGE  | 

«  Pays  Entire  Doctor’s  bill  (Pays  balance  of  Doctor’s  g 

9  Actual  bill  regardless  of  amount  paid  and  approved  o 

g  by  Medicare)  c 

Example:  | 

f  Surgeon’s  Fee  (in  or  out  of  Hospital) ....  $2750.00  5 

i  Medicare  Approves' . $1000.00  0 

>  Medicare  Pays  80%  of  $1000  . =  $  800.00  o 

5  c 

:j  Balance  owed  by  you . .....=  $1950.00  ^ 

I  Our  Policy  Pays  Entire  Amount . =  $1950.00  ^ 

o  You  Owe  Nothing  —  Balance  Due . =  — 0 —  § 

^  Pays  100%  of  Hospital  Deductibles  =  $592  up  to  5  q 

o  ^ 

^  Deductibles  per  year  ^ 

o  Pays  100%  of  Doctor’s  Deductibles  =  $75  per  year  % 

o  Pays  100%  of  Actual  Doctor’s  Bill  —  No  Dollar  Limit  g 

-  Pays  100%  of  Private  Room  —  Pays  Private  Duty  Nurse  # 

«  o 

^  GA  Contracts  Available 
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OTHER  INSURANCE  PLANS  AVAILABLE  INCLUDE*  Major  Medical 
•  Guaranteed  Issue  Life  •  Long  Term  Care  •  Cancer  Coverage 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Dav  of  nravpr  Mav  ^  Some  who  served  decreed  that  a  mother  has  a  coiBtitu- 

>e  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves  ®  prayer  i  lay  o  oO  tional  right  to  kill  her  unborn  baby  for 

longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved  Editor:  Editor:  any  reason  or  no  reason  at  any  tinie 

[»d  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not  In  1988,  our  United  States  Congress  Amid  concern  that  “moderates”  in  her  pregnancy.  In  creating  this 
of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed  passed  a  bill  making  the  first  Tturs-  and  “non-aligned”  have  not  been  in-  right  out  of  thin  air,  Justice  Blackmun 
irriter  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld.  ^  f  c*?  May  a  National  Day  of  eluded  in  appointments,  the  foUowing  indulg;^  in  arrogant  Judicial  legisla- 
iii  ho  at  tho  Hicorotinn  At  tho  oHitnr  Praycr.  lAst  year  the  day  was  ignored  are  just  a  few  well-known  persons  who  tion  without  any  basis  in  the  Constitu- 

III  ne  ai  me  aiscreiion  oi  me  eo  .  by  the  news  media  in  our  country  and  have  served  in  major  positions  during  tion  or  American  jurisprudence. 

the  past  11  years:  Indeed  Justice  Blackmun’s  fervent 

Dan  Vestal:  chairman,  committee  support  for  abortion  on  demand  has 
on  boads  '  not  waned  or  wavered  since  his  Roe 

Steve  Tondera :  second  vice-  opinion.  Just  last  year  he  denounced 
presidential  nominee;  committee  on  as  “shameful”  the  very  limited 
nominations.  restrictions  on  abortion  that  the 

James  Dunn:  committee  on  Supreme  Court  upheld  in  Webster  v. 
nominations  Reproductive  Human  Services. 

LaVonn  Brown:  committee'^  Since  Justice  Blackmun’s  Roe  v. 
nominations  Wade  decision  in  1973,  over  25  million 

James  Strickland:  chairman,  babies  have  been  aborted  in  America, 
credentials  committee  The  blood  of  those  murdered  millions 

Winfred  Mo<n«:  tellers  committee;  is  on  Justice  Blackmun’s  hands. 
Peace  Committee  That  is  why  it  is  an  outrage  for  the 

George  Harris:  committee  on  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Af- 
committees  fairs  to  invite  Justice  Blackmun  to 

PhiJ  Lineberger:  committee  on  speak  at  the  briefing, 
committees  I  do  not  understand  why  you  failed 

Richard  Jackson:  committee  on  to  identify  Justice  Blackmun  as  the 
committees;  Home  Mission  Board  author  of  the  Roe  decision.  I  am  cer- 
Charles  Fuller:  Peace  Committee  tain  that  your  readers  would  be  in¬ 
chairman;  committee  on  nominations  terested  to  know  that  the  Baptist  Joint 
Lynn  Clayton,  committee  on  Committee  on  Public  Affairs  spent 
nominations  their  tithes  to  provide  Justice 

Joel  Gregory :  annual  sermon  Blackmun  with  a  platform  for  his  pro- 
Abner  McCall:  parliamentarian  abortion  views. 

Perhaps  we  need  to  be  reminded  of  Mark  Henry 

this.  First  church,  Columbia 


T  •  n*!  1  11  ouuutci II  oauuaio  uiuii  i  M^iii  lu 

Litmus  test  Bibles  needed  know  about  it. 

Editor-  'ITiere  is  a  National  Day  of  Prayer 

Regarding  the  recent  decision  of  the  Please  print  this  plea  for  Bibles.  ^^  Fo*’ce  which  is  woriring  hard  to 

commissioners  of  the  Christian  Life  Age  has  deprived  me  of  the  ability  to 
Commission  about  a  “pro-life”  litmus  drive,  but  G^  has  opened  my  eyes  to  ^ 

test  for  future  speakers,  I  am  sadden-  the  needs  of  poor  (and  some  not  so  the  date  v/m  be 

ed  to  see  an  ever-shrinking  circle  of  poor)  children  in  my  community.  ^  ^  y* 

fellowship  within  the  SBC  typified  by  They  ne^  Bibles!  My  church,  FBC,  ^Pt>sts  lead  ow  state  in  makmg  tto 
this  kind  of  stance  I  attended  a  CLC  Marion,  exhausted  its  storage  space  ®  meamngful  My  of  prayer  for 
meeting  years  ago  on  the  fiimily  when  last  year  to  give  us  about  35  Bibles  pronuse  m 

speakers  ranged  from  Captain  which  we  found  new  homes  for. 

Kangaroo  to  James  Dobson,  David  We  dM’t  ne^  your  family  heirloom.  information^onta^. 

Mace,  and  Jerry  Falwell.  I  enjoyed  or  such;  but  there  is  no  such  thing  as  iNauonai  uay  oi  i^yer  lasK 

the  diversity  of  opinion  and  opportuni-  a  “Good  Book”  sitting  on  the  shelf  p  rjwk 

ty  to  think  through  the  various  presen-  gathering  dust!  Especially  if  an  un-  pa 

tations.  I  think  abortion  is  an  impor-  churched  child  can  use  it.  We  will  see 

tant  issue  and  a  national  tragedy,  but  that  yours  gets  a  new  home.  tu-  ..  » 

the  church  was  here  before  the  abor-  Please  send  your  extra  NIV  Bibles  .  ?  ^  reading  the  Bap- 

tion  issue  and  it  will  be  here  after  it.  and  New  Testaments,  Good  News  for  ,  *  ttecora. 

It  is  not  our  sole  agenda.  Far  sadder  Modem  Man  Bibles/New  Ttestaments,  t^rgia  w^ormick 

is  the  Cliristian  ghetto  mentality  that  large  print  Bibles,  “Little  Red”  Gi-  „  ^  . 

is  clouding  our  agency  life  Give  deon  New  Testaments,  Bible  and  pic-  umon  Baptist  Lhurch 

Southern  Baptist  leaders  and  people  ture  stories,  dictionaries,  atlases,  and  minietofc 

a  break  —  we  are  capable  of  language  Bibles  —  Spanish,  French,  mimsiers 

separating  wheat  from  chaff  and  and  other  languages.  In  March  I  re-  Editor: 

thuiking  responsibly  about  significant  auested  a  Japanese  Bible  from  the  Gi-  It  seems  to  me  the  pastor  who 

issues.  Ibo  many  hysterical  con-  aeons  to  give  to  an  exchange  student;  answered  the  letter  about  divorc^ 
spiracy  theories  exist  today  when  in  about  10  days  they  did.  We  would  ministers  completely  ignored  what 
what  we  need  is  more  trust,  more  like  to  have  about  25  each  of  Spanish  was  said,  that  some  preachers  were 
dialogue,  more  understanding,  and  French  New  Testaments  to  give  not  at  fault  and  did  not  desire  a 
Discussion  and  clarification  are  not  to  high  school  and  collie  language  divorce  but  had  no  control  over  what 
necessarily  compromise  —  but  they  students;  (Catholic  versions  are  also  was  happening, 
do  require  courtesy,  patience,  respect,  needed.  In  that  case,  why  would  they  need 

and  consideration,  qualities  that  seem  Please  send  them  to  me  or  to  First  the  church  to  forgive  them? 
in  shorter  supply  each  year.  Bapfist  Church,  Marion,  MS  39342;  or.  When  the  chu^  forces  them  to 

I’m  glad  our  church  doesn't  operate  Christians  in  Newton  may  leave  them  resign,  I  still  say  the  church  is  jwdg- 
like  the  commissioners.  No  one  could  with  Dr.  John  Dent  at  Clarke  College,  ing  them  and,  in  some  cases,  conidem- 

, .  ..  ning  them.  Why  not  let  them  prove 

themselves?  If  they  are  wrong,  then 
just  God  will  take  care  of  that. 

When  God  calls  a  man  to  preach  his 
Word,  I  believe  the  man  has  many 
hardships  and  disappointments  to 
face.  Sometimes  we,  people  of  the 
churches,  look  at  him  as  not  needing 
our  h^  and  words  oi  encouragement. 

Yes,  I  am  sure  there  are  many  other 
(Baptist  things  in  the  ministry  that  he  can  do 

1-  to  glorify  our  Lord.  In  some  cases, 

cems  an  official  position  for  the  something  else  may  be  what  God 

Southern  Baptist  AUiance,  I  urge  wants.  Again,  I  think  God  will  take 

readers  to  examine  two  documents :  care  of  that  in  his  way,  not  the  peoples’ 

A  video,  “Being  Baptist  Means  way. 

Freedom,”  and  “Say  Yes  to  Freedom.”  Name  withheld 

Both  may  be  obtained  free  from  our  Iw  ^itor  -  _ _ _ 

naUonal  SBC  office,  1328 16th  SL  N.W.,  „  ,  ,  ,  .  O'*  church  richly  enhanced  the  in-  and  the  other  communist  countries. 

Editor:  Washington,  DC  20036.  I  also  will  be  Kecorded  worship  genuity  and  the  creative  talents  of  but  we’ve  heard  little  from  Southern 

Would  you  allow  me  to  suggest  that  to  share  copies  with  nraiaf*  these  people.  They  have  crea^  a  Baptists.  I  called  the  Foreign  Mission 

those  who  attack  Dr.  Norman  Vincent  Mississippians.  r  most  umpiring  and  touching  depiction  Board  to  determine  if  there  were 

Peale  and  Gnideposts  read  The  Having  spent  most  of  my  profes-  Editor:  of  (Christ’s  iMt  days  —  a  moving  channels  set  up  for  sending  gifts  for 

Positive  Power  of  Jesus  Christ  by  Dr.  sional  career  in  denominational  posi-  I  just  want  to  express  my  apprecia-  visual  of  CIhrist’s  love  for  maiAind.  that  purpose;  and  I  was  assured  ttot 

Peale.  tions  with  the  SBC,  I  have  witnessed  tion  for  the  timely  cartoon  in  the  April  These  young  adults,  along  with  the  designated  gifts  accepted  by  the 

He  states  in  his  introduction,  page  divergent  expressions  of  “being  Bap-  19  issue.  I  am  a  member  of  a  small  niany  other  people  who  have  joined  to  Fbrdgn  Mission  Board,  P.  0.  Box  6767, 

10,  “A  second  reasiHi  for  writing  this  tist”  (including  remnants  of  Land-  country  church  which  has  a  very  fine  help  the  group,  are  to  be  apfriauded  for  Richmond,  VA.,  23230,  will  be 

book,  if  I  needed  a  reason,  is  that  I  markism).  ta  the  Southern  Baptist  pianoand  organ.  Nevertheless,  when  the  dedication,  time,  effoi^  and  love  delivered  to  their  destination, 

have  always  witnessed  to  the  work  of  Alliance  I  find  the  most  authentic  we  have  any  special  music,  whether  which  th^  have  ^ven  to  tto  venture  xhis  is  such  a  crucial  time  and  we 

(Jhrist  in  my  own  life,  in  my  long  representation  of  cherished  Baptist  by  choir,  quartet,  solo,  etc.,  it  is  almost  ‘s  evident  that  their  purpose  must  do  our  part  in  getting  the  Word 

ministry,  and  in  the  life  experiences  heritage.  always  accompanied  by  a  tape  Tlie  is  ...  TO  GOD  BE  THE  GLORY.  of  God  into  these  countries  while  we 

of  many  with  whom  I  have  either  had  Thelma  Amote  Pearson  words  of  the  song  are  alwaw  com-  Juanita  West  have  this  opportunity.  As  mission 

a  pastoral  relationship  or  have  com-  P.  0.  Box  15757  pletely  lost  to  me,  drowned  bx  die  Newton  budgets  have  already  been  set  and 

municiated  with  my  books,  radio,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402  background  music.  funM  cannot  be  diverted  from  the 

television,  public  speeches  or  by  other  Robinson  resiims  Easter  morning  I  attended  a  large  areas  to  which  they  are  committed  in 

methods.  I  felt  that  I  would  like  very  o  city  church  which  has  a  better-than-  most  cases,  it  appears  that  we  must 

much  for  my  last  book  (if  it  should  be  Editor:  average  music  program.  That  day  the  The  Rlarkmiin  visit  plantogiveespeciallyforthispur- 

that)  to  be  strong,  clear,  and  loving  Perry  Robinson  has  recently  resign-  excellent  musicians  sat  by  their  silent  A^iav-ivinun  vion  pose.  I  believe  that  many  are  eager  to 

witness  to  my  fai&i  in  the  Lordtiesus  ed  his  position  as  minister  of  music  at  instruments  while  our  ears  were  EdiUH-:  contribute  and  pnrfer  to  do  this 

Christ  and  an  expression  of  gratitude  First  Church  of  EUisville  We  are  now  assaulted  by  weird  taped  sounds  dur-  In  a  March  29  editorial  you  lavishly  through  our  own  agency  if  given  the 

for  all  he  has  done  for  me,  one  of  the  accepting  applications  for  a  part-time  ing  the  offering.  raaised  Supreme  (Dourt  Justice  Harry  necessary  information  and  enough 

least  of  his  servants.”  minister  of  music.  Please  send  all  Never  did  I  think  we  could  have  Blackmun  who  had  recently  spoken  at  publicity. 

Alsa  on  page  11  he  said,  “This  book  resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church,  an^ii^  worse  than  the  so-called  a  Washington  briefing,  sponsored  As  the  Baptist  Record  is  our  major 

is  my  humble  tribute  to  our  Lord  Minister  of  Music  Search  Committee,  “Christian”  rock,  (hrtainly,  this  is  no  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  means  of  communication,  I  hope  that 

Jesus  Christ.”  302  Holly  Street,  EUisville,  MS  39437  better.  I  can  twist  a  dial  on  my  radio  Affairs,  for  the  editors  of  the  Baptist  you  will  lead  in  [Mtimoting  an  rffort  to 

It  is  my  understanding  that  Chris-  or  to  Elarl  Benson,  Chairman,  Music  and  hear  that  sort  of  music  anytime  state  newspapers.  raise  funds  for  Bibles  and  other  Chris¬ 
tians  should  hear  our  brother  before  Search  Chmmitt^  1003  Anderson  When  I  go  to  a  worship  service,  give  You  failed  to  mention  that  Justice  tian  literature  to  be  sent  to  those  who 

we  attack  or  condemn  him.  Street,  EUisville,  MS  39437.  me  music  that  is  conducive  to  woiihip  Blackmun  is  the  author  and  foremost  have  had  so  little  while  we  have  had 

Joe  Ratcliff  and  praise  supporter  of  the  Roe  v.  Wade  decision  so  much. 

Interim  pastor  C.  Alan  Woodward,  pastor  Mrs.  Alice  Morris  that  legalized  abortion  on  demand.  Ann  Dean 

Bassfield  Baptist  Church  First  Church,Elli8riIle  Union  Church  In  that  decision  Justice  Blackmun  Hernando 


Houston,  Texas  The  “lavish  praise”  was  to  say  that 

Blackmun  “turned  out  to  be  an  engag- 
Readers  will  note  that  not  all  of  the  ing  personality  and  a  delightful 
above  are  “moderate”  or  “non-  speaker.”  —  Editor 
aligned.”  Of  course,  Steve  Ibodera  has 
not  been  nominated  for  second  vice- 
president  as  yet  but  no  doubt  will  be. 

The  list  above  represents  13  people 
over  a  stretch  of  tl  years.  —  Editor 


Piano  needed 

Editor: 

A  mission  church  in  Jackson  is 
seeking  a  donated  piano  in  good  con¬ 
dition.  Please  contact  me  for  addi¬ 
tional  information. 

Richard  Brogan 

Choperative  Mission  Department. 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board 


get  in.  If  a  13-)^r  statute  of  limita-  (Please  do  not  leave  your  valuable  an- 
tions  were  applied  on  us  all  regarding  dept  Greek  manuscripts  with  him.  He 
orevious  sins,  petitions,  and  ^  has  been  known  to  devour  one - 
statements,  I  doubt  seriously  we’d  kidding.  Brother  John), 
have  any  members  left!  Dr.  Stassen  Roland  E.  Chrraway 

has  been  needlessly  insulted.  Dr.  Land  P.  0.  Box  19 

handcuffed,  and  energy  wasted  once  Marion,  MS  39342 

again  on  the  cation  of  a  jwli^  ttat  Authentic  representation 
won  t  change  the  tragedy  of  abortion  ^ 

anyway.  When  is  reality  going  to  set  Editor:  _ 

I  join  your  “sadness”  ( 

Record,  Afuil  19).  However,  as  'eon- 


Gary  Furr,  pastor 
First  Baptist  Cliurch 


Blakely,  (teorgia 


Prentiss  senior  adults:  ^^active  and  alive” 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

Senior  adults  of  Prentiss  Church 
caU  themselves  the  AAAs  —  Active, 
Alive  Adults.  Certainly  no  unalive, 
unalert  adults  could  do  all  they  are  do¬ 
ing  for  each  other,  their  church,  their 
community,  their  environment,  and 
the  world  in  general. 

Tom  Myers,  the  minister  of  senior 
adults  and  outreach,  said  that  the 
church  has  about  115  senior  adults 
enrolled  but  not  all  are  active. 

Reaching  out  to  help  each  other, 
they  have  set  up  a  telephone 
assurance  program.  Each  of  the  12  or 
15  persons  who  needs  or  wants  to  be 
checked  on  regul^ly  has  been  assign¬ 
ed  a  partner.  This  partner  calls  once 
or  twice  daily  and,  if  tSiere  is  no  reply, 
calls  a  neighbor  to  check  on  tlie 
shut-in. 

“We  go  and  do  little  maintenance 


jobs  for  those  who  need  it,  like  chang¬ 
ing  light  bulbs,”  said  Myers.  Also  tte 
AAAs  have  a  transportation  ministry, 
manned  by  Myers,  who  will  take  any 
senior  adult  who  calls  him  wherever 
he  or  she  needs  to  go  —  to  doctor, 
grocery  shne,  church,  or  other  place. 

Those  in  the  group  who  take  in 
the  “Vial  <rf  Life”  place  their  in¬ 
surance  papers  and  pther  important 
health  information  in  a  vial  and  set  it 
in  the  refrigerator.  A  “Vial  of  Life” 
sticker  on  tte  front  door  indicates  that 
the  resident  of  the  house  will  have 
placed  that  important  information  in 
the  refrigerator.  Why  the 
rrfrigerator?  “Because  anybody  who 
suddenly  needs  that  information  can 
surely  find  the  refrigerator!”  said 
Myers. 

In  the  area  of  health,  too,  the  church 
has  a  roomful  of  wheelchairs  and 


walkers,  plus  an  air-conditioner  and 
three  hospital  beds.  Not  only  can 
senior  adults  of  the  church  use  tb^ 
items  from  the  Health  Aid  Bank,  as 
th^r  call  it,  but  anyone  in  the  town  or 
community  may  borrow  any  of  these 
that  they  need.  Certain  senior  adults 
deliver  them  as  needs  demand. 

lb  reach  out  to  the  community,  the 
AAAs  teach  Bible  classes  for  the 
homebound;  in  a  nursing  home;  low- 
income  apartment  complex;  and  at 
the  jail. 

B^l  Harper,  the  church’s  prayer 
chairman,  teaches  the  Sunday  School 
lesson  to  each  of  the  church’s  home- 
bound  members  at  least  once  a 
month.  Also  she  delivers  church 
literature  and  sends  get-weU  cards  to 
hospital  patients  and  other  types  of 
cards  in  a  ministry  by  mail.  Thpes  of 
church  services  are  also  delivered  to 


the  homebound. 

Mary  FYances  Hughes  teaches  a  Bi¬ 
ble  class  each  Sunday  afternoon  at 
2:30  in  an  apartihent  complex 
building.  Wayne  Cmilter  teaches  a  Bi¬ 
ble  class  on  Sunday  mornings  at  a 
nursing  home.  Franklin  Hughes 
teaches  a  Bible  class  Wednesday  at 
the  jail.  R.  A.  Coulter,  a  retired 
minister  who  is  at  present  interim 
pastor  of  Ibpisaw  Church,  also  helps 
in  the  jail  ministry  and  leads  the  Bi¬ 
ble  study  there  on  Thursdays.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  Hughes  is  on  call,  day  and 
ni^t,  to  go  to  the  jail  and  witness  to 
prisoners.  (See  story  on  this  next 
week.)  ‘  -  i 

Tb  help  out  in  their  church,  several 
senior  adult  women  sometimes  assist 
the  church  secretary,  Linda  Pace,  in 
such  ways  as  folding  bulletins,  typing, 
stuffing  envelopes,  or  whatever 


miscellaneous  jobs  she  assigns  them. 
Amo^  these  are  Evelyn  Jones, 
Thedis  dhance,  Blanche  Jones,  and 
Betty  Newsome  One  church  clean-up 
^  some  might  not  think  of  doing  has 
been  taken  over  a  retired  dentist, 
Jim  Byrne  He  polishes  the  handbells. 

Td  show  concern  for  the  environ¬ 
ment,  the  AAAs  have  adopted  a  two- 
mile  stretch  of  highway  at  the  edge  of 
Prentiss,  where  they  pick  up  litter 
alongside  the  strip  of  blacktop. 

Beyond  the  conununity  of  Prentiss' 
thc^  reach  out  through  mission  trips. 
Th^  summer  they  plan  to  go  to 
Gautier  to  minister  in  nursing  homes, 
doing  hair  and  nails  of  the  residents 
and  leadii^  in  devotional  times  and 
Bible  studies. 

We  salute  you,  AAAs  of  Prentiss,  as 
^nior  Adult  Day  nears. 


AAA  Choir  practices  as  Tom  Mercier, 
music  minister,  directs.  Back  row,  let  tto 
right;  Jim  Byrne,  Ibm  Myers,  Evelyn 
Jones,  Thedis  Chance,  Vara  Palmer  (a 
visitor),  Franklin  Hughes,  H.  C.  Greene, 
Bill  Mayfield,  and  Ernest  Stephens.  Front 
row,  left  to  right;  Betty  Newsome,  Mary 
Walker,  Beryl  Harper,  Blanche  Jones, 
Mary  Frances  Hughes.  Betty  Coulter  is 
the  accompanist.  Choir  members  not  pic¬ 
tured:  Maggie .  Bridges,  Ruth  Dale, 
Charlene  Daniels,  Alla  Faye  Fike,  Susie 
Griffith,  Marguerite  Hammers,  Mary  Lou 
Holloway,  Lavelle  Magee,  Margie  Magee, 
Maggie  Mahaffey,  Cathleen  Parker,  Myrt 
Polk,  Kathryn  Price,  Eloine  Smith,  Rene 
Speed,  Bessie  Williams,  and  Wilma 
Wilson. 


Left  to  right,  clockwise;  Jim  Byrne,  retired  dentist,  polishes  a  handbell:  H.  C.  Green 
and  Tom  Myers,  minister  of  senior  adults  at  Prentiss  Church,  deliver  a  wheelchair 
from  the  church's  Health  Aid  Bank;  Blanche  Jones  helps  prepare  church  bulletins; 
Mary  Frances  Hughes  teaches  a  Bible  lesson  at  an  apartment  complex;  Franklin 
Hughes  picks  up  litter  on  senior  adults'  adopted  highway;  Thedis  Chance  at  typewriter 
and  Evelyn  Jones  assist  with  work  in  the  church  office. 


m-t 
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Maybank  pastor 
dies  of  heart  attack 


John  Wesley  White  will  lead 
Greater  Grenada  Crusade 


College  music  scholarship  award  recipients  were,  from  left.  Melanie  Hughes,  DeVona 
Ladner  Paula  Goodman,  and  Tamra  Smith 


Mitchell 


Scholarships  are  awarded  at 
Youth  Fgnr  Part  Music  Festival 


Burkes 


Let  the  world’s  largest  builder  of 


CHURCH  ORGANS 


Beautiful  pipe  organ  sound  without 
the  expensive  cost  of  pipes.  From 
the  smallest  to  the  largest  church 
installation. 

Call  1-800-227-5486 

Ros«b«rry  Plano  Housa,  Inc. 

Hattiesburg,  MS 


P»ws.  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Van  Winkle  Gained  glass,  carpet. 

steeples,  lighting. 

Church  folding  doors. 

_  ...  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton.  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

Wo  ramodal  A  paint 


Brian  l.owe 


Revival  results 


Oberammcrgau 
PASSION  PLAY 

Plus  Europe  and  the  Holy  Land 
Option  of  6  Tour  Itineraries 

Weekly  d< 


lartures  May  to  September 


B.W.A. 

WORLD  CONGRESS 

Seoul,  Korea.  August  14-18,  1990 
Plus  Extension  Itineraries  to  China, 
Hong  Kong,  Bangkok.  Japan. 
Phone:  1 -800/323-6708  or 
502/636-9211 
Write: 

Dehoney's  BibleLand/Hcrilage  Travel 
1204  S.  Third,  Louisville.  KY  40203 
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W  ^  My  UHM^ts  go  to  my  grandmother,' 

X||-  as  I’ve  finished  making  a  batch  of  her  T~1 

w  ^  ^  teacakes.  I  wasn’t  too  pleased  with  c^y\ 

them,  as  I  had  to  substitute  ' 

3H  W  '^L  margarinefor  butter.  The  dough  was  ./^l 

2'*  hard  to  handle  and  although  th^  were  I  ^1 

JE  good,  tliQ?  were  not  exactly  ho*  recipe  V>ll. 

**  while  cooking,  they  spread  too  easily.  _ 

^  '  -Bl  She  died  when  I  was  9,  but  I  have  a  ^ 

^  lifetime  of  memories  of  her.  She  used 

td'^go  to  the  milk-house  to  milk  the  V'C/ /  %• 

cows,  and  I  remember  her  singing,  *  ^**'*'*^  ^ 

^S||^H|^B||M^^^^^B|||^H  “Oh,  How  I  Love  Jesus.”  So  every  time 

I  hear  this  or  we  sing  it  in  church,  my 

thoughts  go  to  Grandma  Golmon.  My  Dear  Pen  Pal, 

^  ?  1^  sister  and  I  used  to  visit  her,  my  My  name  is.  Cassie  Stewart.  I  go  to 

rK  -^#  grandfather,  Great-Aunt  Melissa,  and  Prentiss  Elm.  I  hope  you  will  be  my 
Winners  are  announced  and  prizes  awarded  March  4  in  First  Church,  Water  Wiley’s  Aunt  Bea  every  summer.  We  learned  Pen  Pal.  I  like  to  skate  and  swim.  I 
lay  renewal  poster  contest.  Winners  were  (from  left)  Jeremy  Flippin,  Kellie  Bums,  to  do  the  chores  they  did.  I  remember  go  to  White  Sand  Baptist  Church.  I  am 
John  Walker,  Angela  Weeks,  Casey  Hart,  and  Brian  Gumer.  —  Photo  by  Betty  Shearer  the  blessings  at  every  meal  and 

washing  the  dishes  with  warm  water 
from  a  wood  stove  I  remember  too, 
taking  old  scissors  and  cutting  the 
grass  between  the  bricks  (walk)  and 
sweeping  the  yard  clean  of  grasses. 

My  ^ands  lived  in  Lincoln  County, 
on  a  big  farm.  I’m  sure  it  was  hard 


Love, 

Cassie  Stewart 
Rt.  1  Box  163A 
New  Hebron,  MS  39140 
P.S.  I  would  like  to  have  a  Pen  Pal. 


Poster  winners  nam^d 


Geografun: 

Nations  and  Imaginations 


Facts  about  the 
BAPTIST  RECORD 


118,000  copies  printed  each  week 
Donald  T.  McGregor,  9th  editor 
Started  February  1877 
80  miles  of  paper  used  each  week 
6  tons  of  paper  used  each  week 
Papers  stacked  by  a  building  would 
go  58  stories  high  each  week 


1990  R.  Peterson 


The  rotated  map  of  the  Near  and  Middle  East  looks  a  bit 
like  a  woman  holding  an  oil  drum.  The  Middl^ast  has  much 
of  the  world’s  oil  supply.  ' 


Americans  spend  nearly 
250  million  visitor  days  in  our 
national  forests  each  year. 


,  A  new  teacher  took  over  her  class. 

pennies  by  the  foot  “^aj^^your  name?”  she  asked  one 

Children  of  Moorhead  Church,  “Jule,”  he  said. 

Sunflower  Association,  led  the  church  “Not  Jule  Nicknames  are  not  allow- 
in  going  well  over  its  goal  for  the  An-  ed.  Your  name  is  Julius.”  She  turned 
nie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  to  the  next  boy.  “What’s  your  name?” 
home  missions.  'The  total  gifts  were  “Billious,”  came  the  reply. 

$951.12.  'Hie  children  collect^  pennies 

“by  the  foot”  for  a  total  of  18,483  A  school  teacher  reports  that  she 
($184.83)  which  was  1,155  feet  of  pen-  was  lecturing  her  class  on  the  history 
nies  (16  pennies  per  foot)  and  of  immigration  and  asked,  “Do  any  of 
weighed  123  pounds  and  thrre  ounces,  you  know  that  many  of  the  foreigners 
Mrs.  Douglas  Russell  was  the  who  came  here  were  brought  as  in¬ 
chairperson.  dentured  servants?  Do  any  of  you 

“The  entire  church  family  was  in-  know  what  an  indentured  servant  is?” 
spired  by  our  children  to  really  There  was  a  pause  and  a  faint  voice 
b^ome  more  involved  in  home  mis-  answered;  “Isn’t  that  a  slave  with 


The  penguin,  a  bird  that 
can  swim  but  can't  fly,  can 
go  as  fast  as  25  miles  per 
hour  underwater. 


.The  fourth,  and  most  re¬ 
cent,  ice  age  melted  off  the 
northern  Canadian  main¬ 
land  barely  6,000  years 
ago. 


First,  Jackson,  plans  seminar: 
“Creating  order  out  of  chaos” 


Just  for  the  Record 

_ _ _ _ 


“Creating  Order  out  of  Chaos” 
seminar  will  be  held  May  11  and  12  at 
First  Church,  Jackson,  in  Fellowship 
Hall  East.  The  seminar  will  begin  Fri¬ 
day  at  7  p.m.  and  close  Satui^ay  at 
noon. 

This  will  be  led  by  Jim  and  Sally. 
Conway,  nationally  known  speakers 
and  authors,  featured  guests  on 
“Focus  on  the  Family”  by  James  Dob¬ 
son  and  writers  of  such  books  as  Men 
in  Mid-Life  Crisis,  Your  Husband's 


Mid-Life  Crisis,  Your  Marriage  Can 
Survive  Mid-Life  Crisis,  and  Friend¬ 
ship.  The  Conways  are  directors  of 
Mid-Life  Dimensions. 

Some  issues  to  be  addressed  are 
understanding  each  other’s  midlife 
needs;  potential  problems;  effective 
communication;  fun,  leisure,  and 
humor;  personal  growth;  and 
parenting. 

The  cost  will  be  $13.00  at  the  door. 


Staff  changes 


Greg  Johnston  has  been  called  as 
pastor  of  Fair 
River  Church, 
Brookhaven. 

A  native  of 
McComb,  he  is  a 
graduate  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Carey  College 
and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  goes 
to  Fair  River 
Church  from 

■  Johnston  Lnion  Church, 
Tylertown. 

Bob  Goolsby  has  resigned  the 
pastorate  of  Victory  Church  (Jeff 
Davis)  and  is  available  for  bi- 
vocational  ministry,  revivals,  and 
pulpit  supply.  He  can  be  contacted  at 
4iltt.  1,  Box  268A,  Kokomo,  MS  39643  or 
telef^ne  736-8073. 

Westwood  Church,  Meridian,  has 
called  David  R.  MUchell,  Jr.  as  pastor, 
effective  April  15.  A  native  of  Pon¬ 
totoc,  he  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
College  and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
His  inevious  place  of  service  was 
Locust  Street  (liurch  in  McComb. 


Jimmy  Krttleman  has  been  called 
to  McAdams  Church  in  Attala  Coun¬ 
ty  as  pastor.  He  began  his  ministry  on 
April  22.  Kettleman  will  graduate 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary  in 
August. 

Baxterville  Church,  Lamar 
.\ssociation,  has  called  Jipper 
Williford  as  minister  of  youth,  effec¬ 
tive  Feb.  12.  A  native  of  Louisiana, 
Williford  is  in  his  first  year  at  William 
Carey  College. 

New  Zion  Church.  Braxton,  has 
called  Jamie  Hayes  as  minister  of 
music  and  youth,  effective  April  20. 
His  previous  place  of  service  was  New 
Zion  Church,  Crystal  Spring.  Hayes 
is  a  freshman  at  Mississippi  (DoUege. 

Paul  Posey,  has  accepted  the  posi¬ 
tion  as  associate  pastor,  minister  of 
education  and  youth  at  Bennington 
Park  Church  in  Memphis,  effective 
April  9.  A  native  of  Aikansas,  Posey 
received  his  education  at  Mississippi 
CoU^  and  will  start  at  Mid-America 
Seminary  in  the  fall.  His  previous 
place  of  service  was  New  Hope 
(Thurch,  Meridian. 


Homecomings 


Pearl  Hill  Church.  Carthage 
(Leake):  May 6;  11a.m.;  covered 
in  fellowship  hall,  noon;  afternoon 
singing,  1:30;  no  night  services;  ^ 
Smith,  former  pastor,  guest  speaker; 
Southern  Hearts,  featured  singers  in 
-afternoon;  Eddie  Pilgrim,  pastor; 
Louie  Perry,  music  dimtor. 

Carmel  Church,  .Montkello:  May  6; 
worship.  11  a  m.  with  Mike  Sutton, 
former  pastor,  now  pastor  of  Calvary 
Church,  Silver  Creek,  speaking;  noon 
meal  served  in  fellowship  hall;  after¬ 
noon  services.  Robert  L.  Dunn, 
former  pastor,  now  pastor  of  Dublin 
Church,  Prentiss,  speaking,  and 
ftrilowing  notebuming  ceremonies  for 
children’s  annex;  Swain  Lambert  and 
the  Majesties  will  lead  in  music; 
Johnny  Sykes,  interim  pastor. 


Union  Church  (Rankin):  May  6; 
services,  10:45  a.m.;  lunch  ser^; 
afternoon  singing,  1:30  p.m. 

Calvary  Church,  Bogne  diitto  (Lin¬ 
coln)  :  May  6;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m. ; 
worship,  11  a.m;  dinner  on  grounds; 
afternoon  singing,  1:30  p.m. ;  no  night 
service;  Wilson  E.  “Gene”  Ei-win,  Mt. 
Moriah  Church,  Brookhaven,  and 
former  pastor  of  Calvary  (^urch, 
guest  speaker ;  Roland  and  Irma  J^ 
Ross,  Brookhaven,  music;  Emon 
White,  pashNT. 

Carey  Church  <Sharkey/Issa- 

3uena>:  May  6;  10:30  a.m.;  covered 
ish  on  grounds  at  noon;  afternoon 
singing,  1:30  p.m.;  no  night  services; 
CTiarles  Wesley.  Geveland,  guest 
speaker;  Shepherds  of  Love,  Mize, 
guest  singers :  John  L.  Searcy,  pastor. 


New  Salem  Church,  Liberty,  will 
have  ground  breaking  services  for  its 
church  building,  on  May  5.  Services 
will  begin  at  10  a.m.  with  dinner  on  the 
grounds  following.  There  will  be  after¬ 
noon  singing  and  the  ground  breaking 
service  at  1:30  p.m.  New  Salem 
Church  b^n  as  a  mission  two  and  a 
half  years  ago  and  recently  was 
organized  as  a  church  in  the 
Mississippi  Association.  David  R. 
Fortenberry,  a  student  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  is  pastor. 

Lifeline  Mission,  Florence,  recent¬ 
ly  celebrated  its  sixth  annual  com¬ 
munity  picnic  at  the  church.  Over  100 
hambuiigers  and  other  dishes  were 
served  to  members  of  the  church  and 
community.  Many  activities  were 
scheduled  for  the  children,  but  some 
had  to  be  canceled  because  of  light 
rain  showers.  But  inside  the  church, 
many  heard  the  gospel  singing  by  the 
(k>s^l  New  Ways,  The  Missionaries, 
Amy  Clulpepper,  Andrea  Brown,  Mrs. 
Elena  Brown,  and  the  pastor  of  the 
church,  Kenneth  Brown. 

Hie  congregatioa  of  Bethel  Church, 
Leake  Associatkm,  released  appitnc- 
imately  350  balloons  carrying  the  plan 
of  salvation,  at  12:15  p^m.  on  Blaster 
Sunday.  The  first  balloon  was 
report^  found  at  4:50  p.m.  that  same 
day  at  Grove  Hill,  Ala.  Lamar  Burkes 
is  pastor. 

Memorial  Day  services  will  be  held 
at  Providence  Church,  Grenada,  on 
May  6,  at  11  a.m.  J.  C.  Hall  will  con¬ 
duct  the  services  with  Larry  Gober 
leading  the  singing  and  Sandy  Put¬ 
man  playing  the  piano. 

Pine  Grove  Church, 
Picayune,  to  celebrate 
125th  anniversary 

Pine  Grove  Church,  Ptcayuae^  will 
celebrate  its  l2Sth  anniversary  on 
May  6.  The  schedule  is  10  a.m.,  Sun¬ 
day  School;  11  am,  anniversary  wor¬ 
ship;  dinnw  on  the  grounds,  noon; 
and  1  pm.-,  celebration  and  building 
dedication.  In  the  pest  three  years  the 
church  has  bapti^  105  and  had  89 
join  by  letter,  according  to  Patty 
Miller,  church  secretary. 


Arkabutia  Church,  Northwest  Association,  recently  held  an  Acteen  coronation 
and  (aA  recognition  service.  Pictured,  first  row,  are  crown  bearers:  Beau  House,  Herbert 
Petermann  Jr,  and  Daniel  Cavanaugh;  second  row,  Amanda  Scott,  Melanie  Johnson, 
Carrie  Willard.  Rebecca  Lentz,  and  Becky  Allen;  third  row,  Sabrina  Willard,  Kelly 
Maughan,  Anna  Petermann,  Alicia  Broadway,  and  Jennifer  House;  fourth  row,  Amanda 
Taylor,  Mary  Ann  Iwilley,  Melisa  Smith,  Lanae  Patrick,  Carrie  Allen,  Mary  Petermann, 
and  Laura  Littleton. 

Westwood  Church,  Meridian,  ex-  Fredonia  Church,  New  Albany,  gave 
ceeded  its  Annie  Armstrong  offering  $2,000  to  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
goal  of  $1,800  on  March  11.  A  total  (rf  Offering  for  Home  Missions.  Tins 
^,559.22  was  given  during  the  home  reiaesented  the  largest  home  mis- 
mission  emi^asis.  Ann  Culpepper  sions  offering  ever  given  the 


was  responsible  fw  the  iHMne  mission  church  and  exceeded  last  year’s 
offering  emphasis.  Paulette  Htqikins  reemd  amount  of  $1,200.  The  entire 
is  WMU  director.  GtHdon  Sensing  was  amount  was  receiv^  during  a  March 
serving  as  interim  pastor  during  this  for  Home  Missions  emphasis  on  Afxd 
time.  8.  Gregg  Thomas  is  pastor. 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 


May  6 

May  7  WMU  Special  Day  and  Edwina  Robinson  Offering  (WMU 
Emphasis) 

May  7-11  MasterLife  Workshop;  38th  Avenue  BC,  Hattiesburg;  6:30  p.m.f 
7th-Noon,  11th  (DT) 


Senior  Adult  Day  (DT  Emphasis) 
WMU  Special  Day  and  Edwina 


HEMIQUARTQtS^S 

FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

Sdwol  >  CiTch  Rnitirt 

•  Ccmplete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  aad 
furalshiags  for  Classroom.  Library,  Saaday 
School.  Aadltorlam.  Cafeteria  aad  every 

School  and  Ckarch  ase.  _ 

^  EVEaiYTHiNG  Fon  HHTIE|SI|:Cn3* 

THE  SCHOOL  ■■p||B|ltfy[y|||H 

AND  CHURCH 


Stud^  Made  Easy 


Senior  Adult  Corner 


Poem  wins  talent  contest 

Next  Sunday,  May  6,  is  the  Sunday  suggested  to  churches  for  observance 
of  Senior  Adult  Day  1990.  Mrs.  Pearlie  R.  Sullivan  of  Mize,  during  her  church’s 
senior  citizens’  meeting  last  May,  won  the  talent  contest  with  the  following 
poem. 

She  reported  to  the  Baptist  Record,  “I  got  up  one  night  at  2  o’clock  andjvrote 
this  poem.  I  gave  our  pastor,  Giles  Hankins,  a  copy  and  he  read  it  in  church 
the  rollowing  Sunday: 

“I  dreamed  I  heard  my  Savior’s  voice  calling  Thu^tmepme  home. 

In  a  voice  so  sweet  and  low,  he  said  I  was  his  owiu^^ 

When  I  heard  his  lovely  voice,  I  dreamed  I  saw  my  Savior’s  face 
He  smiled  at  me,  and  then  I  saw  the  wondrous  heavenly  place. 

I  saw  a  home  in  Gloryland;  the  streets  were  purest  gold. 

No  envy,  death,  pain,  or  strife  —  and  no  one  ever  grows  old. 

And  then  I  saw  a  band  of  angels  waiting  fw  me  up  there  — 

My  loved  ones,  neighbors,  too,  were  in  me  city  fair. 

I  bowed  my  head  and  thanked  my  Lord  for  all  the  sights  I  saw. 

For  his  great  Jove  and  mercy  too,  that  brou^^t  me  safe  thus  far. 

When  I  awoke,  I  knew  I  had  seen  the  city  John  saw  descend 
Prepared  by  God,  our  Father,  and  life  wUl  never  end.” 


You  don’t  need  to  be  a  Greek  or 
Hebrew  scholar  to  discover  the  rich 
fullness  of  the  ancient  languages. 

Read  darlfytng  words  and  comments 
about  the  original  texts  between 
the  parentheses  and  brackets  as  you 
study.  The  message  becomes  deaier 
as  shades  of  meaning  not  easily 
expressed  In  a  single  Er^ish  word 
CMcr fnm your  Bwua  Book  store orlhr CuMofiMr 


or  phrase  are  spelled  out 
The  Ampit/led  Bible  lets  you  gain 
a  scholar’s  perspective  of  the  original 
languages  while  book  introductions 
and  outlines,  a  concordance,  and  lull- 
color  maps  provide  even  more  depth 
to  your  study. 

Now,  you  no  longer  have  to  be  fluent 
in  Hebrew  and  Greek  to  grasp  the 

Sender  Centre  In  Seohetli  toS-ftre  l-80(M3S-BSSB 


fullness  of  the  early  writings.  Pick 
up  The  Amplified  Bible  today  at  your 
.  local  Christian  bookstore.  It  may  not 
improve  your  aiKient  language  skills, 
but  it  will  strengthen  your  love  aixl 
understarxling  of  God’s  Word. 

ZONDERVAN 

BIBLE  PUBLISHERS 


Evangelism  Report 


Revival  dates 


Fredonia  Church,  New  Albany:  Friendship  Church,  Aberdeen:  May  J.XCI.X  j  V/XX.XXX  LiS 

April  29-May  2;  service  times  at  10:45  13-16;  Mike  Warren,  pastor,  Monu-  * 

a.m.  an<J  6:45  p.m.,  Sunday;  and  7  ment  Drive  Church,  Tupelo,  NEW  YORK,  NY.  (EP)  —  Islamic  organizations  in  the  United  States  are 
p.m.  Mon.-WM.  Speaker  will  be  evangelist;  John  Bailey,  First  Church,  intensifying  their  missionary  efforts,  according  to  a  report  by  the  Infonna- 
Horace  C.  Thomas,  pastor  of  Lake  Charles,  La.,  music;  Sunday,  6  tion  Service  of  the  German  Evangelical  Alliance. 

Springdale  Church,  Ripley.  Music  led  p.m. ;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m. ;  high  atten-  The  American  Council  of  Mosques  decided  at  a  recent  meeting  in  New  York 
by  David  McClure,  minister  of  music  dance  day  for  Sunday  School  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  nationwide  “proclamation  crusade.”  As  part  of  this 
at  Fredonia.  Gregg  Thomas  is  pastor.  Discipleship  Training,  Sunday ;  Todd  drive,  more  Islamic  literature  will  be  produced  to  aid  in  promoting  the  Koran, 
rhiirrh  (Pnniah)-  Mav  Bowen,  pastor.  the  Moslem  holy  book. 

6-9;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6^™.;  Mon^  Pineview  Church,  Clinton  (Hinds-  ^  ^  America,  Ahmad  Zaki  ^ad, 

Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Russ  McCleland,Har-  Madison):  May  6-9;  Sunday,  10:15  reported  that  ast  year  300  Mushm  preachers  were  graduated  f^^^ 

mony  Church,  Crystal  Springs,  a.m.  and  7  p.m  ;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  theo  og, cal  colleges  in  the  U.S.  They  are  now  waking  (mis- 

evangelist;  W.  J.  Nelson,  Jay^s,  David  MiUer  director  of  mission^,  Ut-  sion)or^ni^tion  among  non-Moslems.  Also  in  1989, 42  private  Islamic  schools 

mus^-  Uovd  Wilson  oastor  -  opened  in  the  U.S. 

’  ^  yg  River  Ass<x:iation,  Heber  There  are  about  eight  million  Moslems  in  the  U.S.  Most  of  the  242  million 

West  Jackson  Church,  Jackson:  Springs,  Ark.,  evangelist;  Bill  people  in  the  U.S.  are  Christians:  79  million  are  Protestants,  53  million  Roman 

May  6-9;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m. ;  Willianis,  Heber  Springs,  Ark.,  music  Catholics,  and  four  million  Orthodox.  There  are  also  5.8  million  Jews  and 

Mon.-Wed.,  noon  and  7  p.m.;  Larry  evangehst;  Benton  Proton,  pastor.  100,000  Buddhists. 

Dunlap,  pastor.  West  Jacl^on  CTiurch, 
evangelist;  Rell  Webber,  West 

Jackson  Church,  music.  f  I  ||  •  T  T"  T  nm  •  • 


Alcorn 


Attala 


names  in 
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Calhmin 


Carroll 


Chickaaaw 


Choctaw 


Levon  Moore  of  Kosciusko  has  just 
completed  a  6*2  month  interim 
pastorate  at  McAdams  Church  in  At¬ 
tala  Association.  Moore,  former  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions  for  the  Attala  Associa¬ 
tion  and  retired  since  19K,  is  available 
for  pulpit  supply  and  interim  pastoral 


Clarke 


Frank Lin 


Ceorue 


Greene 


Gulf coast 


'  !  ■■  uiiuitHx,  :iis(0\iTii“  h.'iw  niadf' 

:i<‘  JMIW  ('<lsi(T  f(«  >ou. 

If .  ItK'  uiUi  lh(  Bihh .  Tciliix.  Biblo 
iiiukTslaiidin^  is  easier  for  yon  Ikk.  aiise  Uuv 
MV  has  s^ept  aw'a\  I  he  ('luller  of  arc'h'air 
lani>iia{>e  which  iilocks  >oiir  undei'slandiji^^ 

The  M\  cleans  up  the  difficulties  of  older 
versioifc  such  as  copfusiiH*  langupfe  hnd 
ot)S('ure  meaniPRS.  .And  th(*  reason  is  simple". 

The  NIV  began  with  a  fresh  Ipiik  • 

most  ancient,  most  accurate  texls.available.  . 
IVanslaled  over  1 0  years  by  a  iransdenom- 
inalional  team  of  1 00  scholars  committed 
to  Scripture’s  authority,  the  NIV  is  not  only 
clear  and  reliable,  but  free  from  denomina'  *  ' 
tional  bias. 

With  an  NIV  Bible  you  discover  God’s 
Word  for  yourself  in  accurate,  contemporary 
English.  .And  you're  not  alone.  With  over  60 
million  copies  sold,  the  NIV  is  used  by  people 
of  all  ages  and  recommended  by  more  than 
20  denominations. 

Here’s  what  some  Bible  students  have  said 
about  the  NIV: 

“It  helps  me  understand,  which  gives  me 
great  joy."  C.M..  Eugene  OR 

“The  NIV  makes  teaching  simpler.  With  the 
King  James  I  often  found  myself  paraphrasing." 

N.A..  Russell.  PA 

“I  have  a  long  way  to  go  but.  with  the  NIV 
and  the  grace  of  God.  my  life  will  keep  chang¬ 
ing  for  the  better."  D.D..  Kansas  City.  MO 

Pick  up  the  Bible  for  today;  The  NIV. 


Jackson 
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Chester  Swot  arrives  on  the  Clarke 
Collie  campus  escorted  by  J.  B. 
Costilow  and  BSU  president  (Thris  Ad¬ 
cock.  Swor  was  guest  speaker  for 
chapel  services  on  April  4. 

Riverhii!  Church, 
Itawamba 
recently  licens^ 
r  Timmy  Swayne 

Barrett  to  the 
^  ^  gospel  ministry, 

i  I  He  is  available  fex- 

*1^  •  w  supply  and  interim 

>  pastor  and  may  be 

contacted  at 
^  Btai  842-8653  or  Route  5, 

Barrett  Fulton,  MS  38843. 

Summer  camps 
in  Poland 
reach  non-Baptists 
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WARSAW,  POLAND  -  Polish  Bap¬ 
tists  are  successfully  usi^  children’s 
camps  to  reach  new  families.  During 
the  two-month  period  of  July  and 
August  in  1989,  the  Polish  Elaptist 
Union  sponsored  13  children's  camps 
at  six  different  locations. 

More  than  one-third  of  the  nearly 
600  children  who  participated  in  the 
two-week  camps  were  from  non- 
Baptist  families.  The  parents  of  223 
out  of  584  children  were  from  families 
in  which  there  are  no  Baptists. 

A  total  of  195  Baptist  church 
members  staffed  the  camps,  often  us¬ 
ing  their  holidays.  One  olthe  camps 
was  organized  for  children  from  state 
orphanages,  another  for  children  from 
pcior  Cadiolic  families. 

Thirty-six  out  of  56  Baptist  churches 
in  Poland  offered  financial  support  for 
this  camp  programme 


f rent 
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Older  from  your  Baptist  Book  Store  or  the  Dislomer  Ser\  ice 
Center  In  Nashville  Uillfree:  I  -800-458  BSSB 


NEW  INTERNATIONAL  VERSION 

Dependably  Clear 


Honest  prayer  can  produce"^ renewed  commitment 


Have  you  ever  noticed  in  the  gospel  recor^  received  insult  and  reproach, 
how  often  Jesus’  replies  to  inquiries  don’t  quite  Jeremiah  is  essentially  accusing  God  of  not 
seem  to  address  the  stated  Question?  Why  is  playing  fair.  Despite  his  faithfuln^  to  God, 
this?  Simply  because  our  Lord  knows  the  ques-  Jonemi^  sees  neither  obedience  nor  judgment, 
tioner  as  well  as  the  question.  And  sometimes  Furthermore,  when  Jeremiah  had  attempted 
the  response  the  inquirer  needs  is  not  the  one  to  quit  pro{riiesyinjg,  he  found  that  hts  silence 
the  question  seems  to  call  for.  brou^t  him  norelief.  In  fact,  the  second  brand 

There  are  some  concerns,  some  burdens,  of  misery  was  worse  than  the  first, 
hurts,  and  disappointments  that  we  cannot  Although  no  divine  reply  is  recorded  at  this 
share  with  anyone  but  the  LmxI.  There  a(e  some  point,  having  vented  his  frustrations  to  God, 
questions  we  do  not  feel  free  to  express  in  the  Jeremiah  finds  reassurance  of  God’s  presence 
presence  of  anyone  else  But  there  is  no  subject  and  power.  In  that  assurance,  he  obviously 
that  is  taboo  with  God.  Fbr  as  Jeremiah  noted  found  the  renewed  sense  of  purpose  to  keep  him 
(12: 3),  God  already  knows  all  our  thoughts  and  going. 

feeling.  We  need  not  fear  that  God  will  disown  Opposition,  frustration,  ridicule.  All  of  these 
us  or  that  we  will  embarrass  him  by  our  can  tempt  a  person  to  want  to  give  up.  But  God, 
frankness.  who  knows  all  we  face,  knows  also  how  to  lead 

The  complaint  voiced  by  Jeremiah  in  20:7-8  us  through  it.  And  in  the  process,  his  purpose 
follows  a  beating  and  a  ni^t  in  the  stocks  at  is  served  and  his  servants  grow.  Even  when  the 
the  command  of  the  priest  Pashur  after  answers  we  get  are  not  the  ones  we  seek,  honest 
Jeremiah  has  prophesied  that  God  will  break  prayer  can  produce  renewed  confidence  and 
the  nation  as  an  earthen  jar  and  will  defile  it  commitment.  Therefor^  we  need  not  be  hesi- 
as  the  valley  of  Gehenna  (ch.  19).  Here  tant  to  tell  God  our  feelings  about  the  dark  or 
Jeremiah  charges  God  with  having  deceived  to  ask  him  his  light  on  the  path, 
and  overpower^  him.  Instead  of  the  reward  of  Campbell  is  pastor.  Chunky  Church,  Chunky, 
seeing  his  words  fulfilled,  the  prophet  has 


By  Wayne  Campbell 
Jeremiah  12:1,  5;  20:7-11 
Abraham  Lincoln  once  told  the  following 
story:  A  frontier  traveler  found, himself  in  wild  and  what  he  saw  around  him.  The  prophet’s 
and  unfamiliar  territory  as  night  cafhe  He  was  support  of  Josiah’s  reforms  and  his  denuncia- 
further  disoriented  by  a  tion  of  ttve  idolatrous  practices  in  the  land  had 
terrible  thunderstorm.  The  earned  him  the  wrath  of  priests,  neighbors,  and 
occasional  lightning  flashes  family  members  as  well. 
iMk  IMwided  the  only  clue  to  the  God’s  response  to  Jeremiah’s  complaint 
path  he  was  attempting  to  begins  with  a  strange  kind  of  consolation  (12:5). 
follow.  As  the  thunder  crash-  What  Jeremiah  has  experienced  has  happen- 
ed  around  him,  one  bolt  ed,  not  despite  his  faithfulness  to  God,  but 
seemed  to  move  the  earth  because  of  it.  Indeed,  the  resistance  he  has 
beneath  him  and  brought  received  is  an  indication  that  he  is  serving 
^  knees.  Not  being  God’s  purpose  But  the  worst  is  yet  to  come,  and 
by  habit  a  praying  man,  his  God  wants  Jeremiah  to  be  prepaid.  Surely, 
Campbell  petition  was  brief  and  to  tile  ^hwiest  communication  with  God  is  essential  in 
point:  “Oh,  Lord!  If  it’s  all  preparing  for  such  times, 
the  same  to  you,  give  us  a  little  more  light  and  Jeremiah  doubtless  did  not  like  the  answer 
a  little  less  noise!”  God  gave,  yet  it  was  the  answer  he  needed.  In 

Jeremiah’s  prayers  were  equally  pointed  and  honest  prayer,  we  are  open  to  receive  God’s 
honest.  In  our  lesson  text  the  prophet  cries  out  response,  even  when  it  is  not  what  we  exp^t 
for  God  to  shine  the  light  of  divine  explanation  or  desire  Fbr  while  honesty  in  prayer  may  give 
upon  his  situation.  -  expression  to  doubts  and  questions,  it  is  based 

Jeremiah  was  troubled  by  an  ai^iarent  incon-  on  the  premise  that  God  is  both  righteous  and 
sistency  between  what  he  knew  of  God’s  nature  wise. 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


(ch.  3),  and  to  Melchizedec  (ch.  7).  Now,  in 
chapters  8-10,  there  are  several  additional  con¬ 
trasts  between  the  old  covenant  and  the  new 
covenant  in  Christ. 

First,  the  writer  establishes  the  contrast  be¬ 
tween  the  old,  obsolete  covenant  and  the  new 
covenant  (8:6-13).  He  locates  the  genesis  of 
Christ’s  new  covenant  in  an  Old  Testament  pro¬ 
mise  found  in  Jeremiah  31  (8:8-12).  Even  in  the 
period  when  the  old  covenant  was  still  in  effect, 
the  need  was  seen  for  something  more. 

A  second  contrast  is  between  heavenly  things 
and  their  earthly  copies.  The  tabernacle,  the 
law,  and  the  holy  place  were  visual,  physical 
representations  of  heavenly,  spiritual  realities 
(8:5,  9:1, 11,  23-24;  10:1).  'Ihe  law  was  only  “a 
shadow  oi  good  things  to  come,  and  not  the  very 
image  of  tiie  things”  (10:1;  c.f.  1:3).  The  holy 
place  was  a  figure,  of  which  “the  presence  of 
God”  was  the  reality  (9;24). 

Another  contrast  is  between  the  flesh  and  the 
conscience  (9:9-10, 13-14).  The  old  covenant  sup¬ 
plied  temporary  regulations  for  the  cleansing 
of  physical  things  (vss.  10,  13),  but  it  did  not 
change  the  conscience  (vss.  9,  14).  However, 
Christ  can  “purge  your  conscience  from  dead 
works  to  serve  the  living  God”  (vs.  14). 

The  fourth  contrast  in  these  chapters  has  to 
do  with  the  frequency  of  sacrifices  (9:6,  12, 
25-28;  10;l-2,  10-12,  14).  The  priests  of  the  old 
covenant  offered  sacrifices  “continually” 
(10:1),  but  Christ  offered  himself  only  once  TTie 


^  By  N.  Allan  Moseley 

Hebrews  8:1-10:18 

For  a  contemporary  reader  of  the  New  Ttesta- 
ment,  it  is  easy  to  overlook  the  importance  of 
the  sacrificial  system  to  first-century  Jews.  The 
religion  of  Judaism  was 
centered  in  Jerusalem,  and 
the  reason  Jerusalem  was 
important  was  the  presence 
of  the  temple.  The  reason 
JfBm  the  temple  was  so  signifi- 
1  cant  was  that  it  was  the 
^  f  place  of  sacrifice.  It  was  the 

V  MgB'M  place  prescribed  by  divine 
decree  in  the  Old  Testament 
as  the  place  where  sins  were 
Moseley  atoned  for  by  means  of 
sacred  sacrificial  rites. 
Only  slowly  did  the  first  Christians  begin  to 
realize  that  the  sacrifices  and,  therefore,  the 
temple  were  made  unnecessary  by  Christ. 
These  early  Christians  continued  to  frequent 
the  temple  even  after  the  coming  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  at  Pentecost  (Acts  2:46;  3:1).  However, 
with  each  passing  day  and  with  each  act  of 
persecution  of  Cihristians  by  the  Jews,  the 
chasm  between  (Kristians  and  the  vestiges  of 
the  old  covenant  grew  wider  and  wider.  The 
followers  of  Christ  saw  that  their  Savior  had 
established  a  new  covenant  that  superseded  the 
former  covenant. 

Still,  there  are  Christians  for  whom  it  was  dif¬ 


reason  the  old  covenant  sacrifices  had  to  be 
repeated  was  that  they  did  not  perfect  anyone 
(10;l-2);  they  were  a  “remembrance”  of  sins 
(10:3;  c.f.  Gal.  3:19-29).  Christ’s  sacrifice  does 
perfect,  so  the  only  time  he  will  appear  again 
will  be  at  his  second  coming,  and  that  will  be 
“without  reference  to  sin”  (9:28,  NASB). 

Another  contrast  is  that  the  old  sacrificial 
system  used  the  blood  of  animals,  but  the  new 
covenant  was  initiated  by  the  blood  of  Christ 
(9 : 12-23) .  Blood  was  necessary  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  both  covenants  (9:15-23),  but  the  blood 
of  animals  was  only  the  physical  shadow  of 
what  Christ  himself  was  able  to  do  by  chang¬ 
ing  the  conscience  (9:13-14). 

A  last  contrast  is  that  the  old  covenant  was 
ineffective,  but  the  new  covenant  is  effective 
(8:7;  10:4, 10-14).  If  the  first  covenant  had  been 
“faultless,”  there  would  have  been  no  need  for 
the  second  covenant  (8:7).  The  writer  em¬ 
phatically  asserts  that  the  sacrificial  system  of 
the  temple  could  not  take  away  sins,  but  the 
sacrifice  of  Jesus  can. 

There  coulcThot  be  a  stronger  argument  for 
the  sufficiency  and  pre-eminence  of  Christ  and 
his  covenant.  The  intended  result  was  that  the 
Hebrews  fully  embrace  Christ  and  not  begin  to 
fall  away.  In  the  words  of  Peter,  if  we  drift  away 
from  Christ,  “To  whom  shall  we  go?”  (John 
6:68) 

Moseley  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Durham,  NC 
(formerly  of  Bayou  View,  Gulfport). 


ficult  to  make  the  break  with  the  old  ways.  One 
of  the  recurring  themes  in  Hebrews  is  that  the 
rwipients  of  this  letter  were  struggling  with  the 
implications  of  their  salvation  in  Christ  as  it 
related  to  putting  the  past  aside.  It  would  have 
been  easy  for  them  to  make  a  good  case.  There 
was  much  in  Judaism  that  was  good:  the  moral 
law,  the  cleansing  rites,  the  provision  for  sin, 
and  monotheism.  Possibly  they  concluded, 
“Why  throw  out  the  baby  with  the  bath  water? 
Let’s  not  over-react.  Jesus  is  the  Savior,  but  why 
leave  behind  these  good  religious  traditions?  We 
can  be  good  Christians  and  good  Jews  at  the 
same  time.” 

In  that  kind  of  reasoning  and  living,  these 
Hebrew  Christians  failed-  to  understand  the 
nature  of  Christ,  his  death  on  the  cross,  and  his 
salvation.  For  them,  the  good  of  the  past  had 
become  the  enemy  of  the  best  of  the  present  and 
future.  Therefore,  th^  are  remaining  spiritual 
babies  (5:11-13),  neglming  their  salvation,  and 
incurring  the  “judgment  of  God  (2:2-3).  The 
writer  was  concerned  that  they  were  in  danger 
of  drifting  away  (2:1;  6:6),  and  not  holding  fost 
to  Christ  (3:6,  14;  4:14). 

Also,  the  writer  painstakingly  demonstrates 
how  Christ  and  his  covenant  are  superior  and 
therefore,  deserve  deep  and  undivided  loyalty. 
Christ  is  superior  to  the  angels  (ch.  1),  to  Moses 


John  takes  a  practical  approach  to  the  subject  of  love 


•  J  By  Tommy  Vinson  '  - — 

“Love  is  a  many  spiendored  thing!”  “Love*  UNIFORM 

makes  the  world  go  around!”  “Love  means - — 

never  having  to  say  you’re  sorry!  ”  These  are  observation  of  the  eafly-church  was  summariz- 
but  a  few  of  the  many  ed  in  the  statement:  “See  how  thQ'  love  one 

slogans  which  today  herald  another.”  (}ould  that  be  said  of  us  today?  Tbo 

the  magnificence  of  love  We  often  the  spirit  of  Cain  is  more  evident  than  the 
hear  thm  in  songs.  We  read  spirit  of  Abel  (vs.  12).  While  Cain  and  Abel 
B  them  on  colorful  bumper  shared  a  common  human  family,  th^  were 
W  stickers.  The  problem  is  —  members  of  different  spiritual  families.  Envy 
■  F  talk  is  cheap.  Love  is  easier  and  jealousy  have  no  place  among  those  who 

^  t  defined  on  paper  than  claim  to  know  the  Saviour.  Do  you  love  other 

displayed  in  life  Perhaps  the  believers?  Then  let  this  assure  your  heart 
popularity  of  the  cheap  toward  (^.  When  people  are  saved,  they  don’t 
pseudo-love  novel  today  is  a  have  to  take  a  study  course  on  “how  to  love  the 
testimony  to  the  scarcity  of  brethren.” 

Vinson  jjj  n  seems  Next,  we  see  that  this  love  which  proves  our 

that  people  are  so  starved  for  love  that^often  salvation  is  also  patterned  after  the  life  of 
they  grao  for  the  first  thing  that  even  remote-  Christ  (vss.  16-18).  His  love  was  sacrificial  (vs. 
ly  resembles  love  What  a  great  opportunity  this  16).  He  laid  down  his  life  as  an  ultimate  expres- 
presents  to  the  church  today  to  step  in  and  fill  sion  of  his  love.  Unlike  (^in  who  was  known  for 
that  emotional  void.  taking  a  life,  Jesus  Christ  was  known  for  giv- 

In  our  text,  John  takes  a  practical  approach  ing  his  life.  Ibo  often  the  family  of  faith 
to  the  subject  of  love  He  chooses  tcrdescribe  emulates  (Dain  rather  than  Christ.  We  are  fre- 
it  rather  than  define  it.  First,  we  see  love  as  miently  more  concerned  with  what  we  can  get 
proof  of  our  sonship  (vss.  11-15).  He  has  just  than  with  what  we  can  give  Self-preservation 
finished  presenting  righteous  livii^  as  an  in-  may  be  the  first  law  of  physical  life,  but  self¬ 
dication  that  one  possesses  salvation  (vs.  10).  sacrifice  is  the  first  law  of  spiritual  life.  It  is 
He  now  adds  to  that  the  proof  of  love  John  is  fairly  easy  to  close  our  ey^  and  sing  choruses 
saying  that  until  believers  learn  to  love  each  extolling  God’s  love,  but  it  is  costly  to  get  inwriv- 
other,  we  will  never  be  able  to  convince  a  lost  ed  in  the  lives  of  wounded  and  hurting  people 
world  that  we  love  them.  The  pagan  world’s  (vs.  18).  It  might  even  disrupt  our  schedule! 


17).  It  basically  involves  being  sensitive  to  the  22).  Often  our  timidity  in  coming  boldly  before 
needs  of  the  people  which  Goo  puts  in  the  nor-  the  throne  of  God  can  be  traced  to  unloving  at- 
mal  trafHc  pattern  of  our  life.  In  the  well  known  titudes  which  we  have  allowed  to  take  up 
story  of  the  Prodigal  Son  (Luke  15:21-24),  the  residence  in  our  hearts  Confidence  goes  out 
father  didn’t  merely  welcome  the  son  back  with  when  sin  comes  in.  As  a  mgh  schooler,  I  wreck- 
winsome  words.  He  also  attended  to  his  every  ed  our  family  car.  My  relationship  with  my  dad 
need  from  clothes  to  food.  This  kind  of  love  re-  cooled  for  several  days.  Needless  to  say,  dur- 
quires  action.  Peter  Lord  says,  “What  we  ing  that  period  of  time  I  did  not  ask  for  any 
believe,  we  act  upon.  Everything  else  is  just  special  favors.  I  avoided  him  more  than  I  ap- 
religious  talk.”  preached  him.  llie  same  principle  is  true  in  our 

Lastly,  this  knre  provides  us  with  a  basis  of  spiritual  life 
assurance  (vss.  19^24).  Usually  when'iove  is  Vinson  is  pastor.  Crossgates  Church, 
missing,  assurance  is  also  missing.  When  our  Brandon. 

love  for  God  and  others  is  as  it  sl^ld  be,  we  ^ 


Pastors  learn  how  to  build 
witnessing  relationships 

Twenty-one  pastors  completed  “Building  losing  ground,”  said  Guy  Henderson,  director. 
Witnessing  Relationships”  training  in  Laurel,  state  Evangelism  Department.  “We  are  not 
led  by  the  Home  Mission  Board  and  the  state  winning  America  to  Christ  and  everything  must 
Evangelism  Department.  BWR  is  a  new  train-  be  done  to  equip  our  people  to  share  the  gospel.” 
ing  process  that  teaches  personal  soul-winners  The  BWR  participants  visited  in  homes  one 
attitudes  and  actions  to  d^lop  the  trust  of  lost  afternoon  and  evening  and  won  14  people  to 
people  and  enhance  their  receptivity  to  the  Christ.  They  were  given  marked  New 
gosTCl.  Ibstaments  and  encouraged  to  share  the 

“GwI  has  richly  blessed  the  evangelistic  em-  message  with  family  and  friends, 
phasis  of  Southern  Baptots,  but  today  we  have  The  national  seminar  was  held  in  West  Laurel 

167  million  lost  people  in  America  and  we  are  Church,  Laurel,  Rod  Smith,  pastor. 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

vht 

^ AfitUt  GkUdtttis 

Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 


P.  O.  Box  27. 
Clinton,  MS  3906(M)027 
(601)  922-2242 


ACCREDITED 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  pmtion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memcny.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mr.  TIpH'  Bishap 

Forest  Baptist  diurch 


January  1, 1990  - 
January  31, 1990 
MEMORIALS 

Mr.  Farter  WUch 
Mis.  Richard  H.  Sneed 
Mrs.  Beanie  Jean  WeUt 
Jiin  a  Judith  Brewer 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ellis  E.  Randle 
Mr.  Roy  E.  WestmareUad 
Mrs.  James  C.  Polk 
Mr.  J.  V.  Whitaker.  8r. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  M  A.  Hicks 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  0. 

Hilderfarand,  ST. 

Mr.  J.  D.  White 
Mr.  Robert  C.  Loflin  Sr. 

Mrs.  ElU  Rea  While 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  M.  A.  Hicks 
Mrs.  Bertha  Whitlock 
The  Ray  Cross  Fhmily 
Mrs.  V.  C.  tVhHlock 
The  Clinton  Junkin  Fhmily 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  M.  H.  WhMthistaa 
Mrs.  Mable  Grantham 
Mrs.  Bcalah  Wiley 
Mr.  *  Mrs.  N.  M.  High 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Wade  Roberts 
Mrs.  Frances  Glenn  Wilkinson 
Mr.  H.  E.  Wilkinson 
Mr.  Henry  WUUams 
Willie  Ray  k  Danny  Giiui 
Families 

Mrs.  P.  a  WUUams 
Mrs.  Grace  Guest 
Mrs.  Velma  Lee  WUUams 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  L.  HaU 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Eugene  Leftwich 
Tobe  WUUams 
Mrs.  Brenda  White 
Mrs.  Martha  Boyd  WUUs 
Mrs.  Nell  WlUUnU- 
Mrs.  Mattie  June  WUson 
Graeber  Brothers,  Inc. 

Mr.  John  H.  Womack 
Spring  HiU  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Randy  Wood 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Gene  D.  Holliman 
Mr.  Walker  Wood 
Mrs.  E.  G.  VanLandingham 
Mr.  J.  P.  Woodham 
Mr.  Ii  Mrs.  James  F.  Gary 
Mr  k  Mrs.  C.  L.  Tims  ft 
Connie 

Ms.  Betty  J.  Tims 
Miss  Ann  Woods 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  Bert  Thompson 
Mr.  C.  E.  Woods 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  C.  Farr 
Mark  ft  David  Farr 
Mr.  IVrrHI  B.  Woodward 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  William  I. 

Peacock  Sr. 

Fannie  Austin  Wright 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  James  A.  Kidd 
Conway  L.  Young 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Sam  T.  Carter 
Mr.  Ihd  Yonng 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Sam  T.  Carter 
Naomi  Young 
Mr  ft  Mrs  John  Shumate 

Feb.  1,  1990  - 
Mar.  31,  1990 

Mr.  Douglas  W.  Ahel,  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Mr.  R.  R.  Abney 
Mr  Nobie  S.  Read  ft  Family 
Mr.  Charlie  Abraham,  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Cedi  Clark 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  T. 

Hollingsworth 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Virgil  Sandifer 
A-1  Parts  Company,  Inc. 

Mrs.  Archie  Hardin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Floyd  Lynk  ft  _ 
Margaret 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Charles  Morrow 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jack  Newton 


Mis.  LUUan  Milan  Abraham 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Don  O.  Baker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Maurice  Brown 
RuUiSS,  FBC  Leland 
Mrs.  Frank  Shawbkwky 

Mr.  Horace  Adams 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  G.  Wayne  Smith 

Mr.  RnsseU  (Rnsty)  Adkins 
Friends  at  Multimix  Systems, 
Inc. 

Mr.  Gatha  Ainsworth 
Mrs.  Katie  M.  Hays 

Albert  Bondi 
FBC,  HoUy  Springs 

Mr.  Richard  M.  "BaV  ABea 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Edgar  Hobbs  Sr. 

Frank  AUred 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Raymond  L. 
Felten 

Mr.  Orise  Ammons 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Woodrow  TuUos 

Mr.  CUflard  Anderson 


Mrs.  Madeline  Applewhite 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  James  H.  Brewer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  Clibum 
Mrs.  Jean  Prather 
Mrs.  Ada  Archer 
Faith  SS,  FBC  Mathiston 
Mrs.  Elalte  Arnold 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  G.  Wayne  Smith 
Mr.  Perry  Ashmore 
Mrs.  Van  Barrier 
Ms.  Melanie  Barrier 
EUubeth  Hightower  Anstin 
Mrs.  Mary  Anna  Pope 
Randy  Joe  Avery 
Mrs.  T.  I.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Znla  Babb 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Howard  T. 

Scarborough 
Mrs.  Enla  Mae  Babbitt 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  L. 

Jackson 
Mr.  BUI  Bacon 
Ms.  Mary  F.  Wyatt 
Mr.  Hugh  Bailey  jr 
Mrs.  Ann  Collins 


Mrs.  Robert  Ballard 
Mrs.  Yvonne  Travis 
Mr.  MaU  BaUew 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  Clibum  ft 
Melodi 

Mrs.  Eugenia  Bankhead 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  VirgU  L.  Barlow 
Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Floyd  Howard 
Mrs.  James  P.  Oden 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  William  H.  Jones 
Mr.  Banks 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Henry  Peebles 
Dr.  T.  J.  Barkley 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  T.  Scott  McCay 
Mrs.  Sidney  R  Thornton 
Grace  Barlow 
FBC  HoUy  Springs 
Mrs.  Shade  Barnes,  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hnnglas  Aultman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Weldon  Aultman 
Harriet  Barnes 
His.  EUizabeth  Cxiper 
Idiss  Annie  Erie  McCalferty 
Mrs.  Ella  L.  Barnes 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas  Cole 
Ruth  SS,  FBC  Charleston  _ 
Mrs.  Sarah  Barrett 
Mrs.  Edith  Aldridge 
Mrs.  Sadie  Lee  Barron 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Crawfcrd  BeU 
Mrs.  Hilda  Matthews 
Lucille  BeU  ft  ChUdren 
Vee  Barton 
Mrs.  EUoise  Avery 
Mrs.  Cassandra  Baxter 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Eugene  I.  Fhrr 
PhUUp  Michael  Beler 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Carson  Morgan 
Mrs.  LncUle  BeU 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Doiwlas  SUy 
James  wade  Bennett 
Mrs.  R  O.  Thompson 
Mr.  Frank  BenaeU 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  ft  tirs.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 
Mrs.  Peggy  Berch 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Percy  Berch 
MrsJVances  Kimble 
Mrs.  CecU  Berch 


Mrs.  Maranda  Blacklage 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charlss  D.  Uttlo 
Mr.  BiUy  Dean  Blakely 
Mr.  Thornton  Bunn' 

Hr.  ft  Mrs.  R.  W.  Baskin 

Miss  Cara  Bobo 
Gladys  Frederick 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ira  D.  Fhwler 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bobby  Haiuialord 
Mrs.  G.  Oliver  Sanford 
Jessie  Bonds 

Eunice  SS,  Yhle  Street  BC 
Mr.  ARert  H.  ■‘Bert’*  Bonds  , 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Larry  Bonds 
Mrs  Jessie  Bonds 
Yhle  Street  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  WUIUm  KeU  Bosarge 
Mrs  Elene  W.  WeUons 
Mr.  Lanis  Boteler 
Dr.  Alvin  E.  Brent  Jr. 
Raymond  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Pit  Flaherty 
Mrs.  Florence  L.  SpeU 
Fred  Bonnie 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  W.  Lyonel 
Meadows 
O.  R.  Bowen 
Rachel  Hooper 
Mrs  Laara  Bowie 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Charles  E. 

WoodniH  • 

JnsUa  Bonx 

Harreid  Chevrolet  Compaiiy 
Justin  “Peewee"  Rent 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Cart  (X  Harris 
Mr.  Winford  Branch 
Philip,  Suaette  ft  Kenny  Ihw 
Mrs  Sadie  Branch 
Mrs  W.  Hattan  Whlsb 
Mrs  I  .IIHOO  Branscome 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Whiter  McCoai  Jr. 
Frank  BrassHeM 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Rodney  BevUl 
R  F.  Breaseale 
Mrs  Mildred  R  Crawford 
Lowery  Lac  Brister 
Mrs  Lorena  R  Newman 


Junius  W.  Brown  - 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  R. 

Ellison 

Mr.  Elbert  R  Brown 
Mrs.  NeU  R.  Upham 
Olivia  Browning 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Billy  J.  Williams 
Mrs.  Bessie  (Ha  Bruce 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Cedi  M.  Boland 
Mrs.  Nancy  Bryant 
Charlotte  ft  Gerry  Broome 
Mrs.  Fannie  Buchanan 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  aande  V.  Barfcett 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  James  R  Steen 
Mrs.  Mayme  Love  Barney 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  WlUiam  M.  Dean 

(To  be  continued) 


HONORS 

Mrs  Rath  Avery 
Magnolia  Apt.  Sunday 
SchooL  FBC  Ehipora 
Tim  ft  Jane  Baggett,  Mrth  of  a 
baby 

Hr.  ft  Mrs  Vonnie  D.  EUiott 
Mrs.  Helen  Boren 
Linda  M.  BevUl 
Mrs  Frances  Bryant 
Aimie  Mae  Weaver  Sunday 
School,  Calvary  BC 
Mrs  Ora  R  Bryant 
Ms  Lavers  Boettcher 
Mrs  Pat  Barke 
Love  SS,  Oakhurst  BC, 
Oarksdale 
Mis  Bettic  Burleson 
Petal-Harvey  BC/TEL 
Sunday  School 
Ms.  Jean  Carter 
The  Serenity  Sunday  School, 
FBC  (Heenwood 
Lsreas  Eaton 
Lydia  Sunday  School,  I^ul 
■lYuittBC 
Roth  EvereU 

Lydia  Sunday  School,  Paul 


Dr.  ft  Mrs  Gerald  Harris 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  0.  M.  Germany 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  P.  J.  Higginbotham 
Mrs  L.  E.  Green 
Mr.  Malcolm  Hlght 
Unity  Bible  Class  FBC 
Jackson 

Mrs.  LUlie  Hightower 
Magnolia  Apt.  Sunday 
School,  FBC  Eupora 
Mr.  Joe  E.  Hsme 
Ms.  Mary  T.  Flyiui 
Marshall  Jeffers 
M(.  ft  Mrs.  V.  0.  Franklin 
Mias  Ethel  McCarty 
Ruth  SS,  FBC  Tupelo 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Joe  McClellaad 
Miss  Helen  Paul 
Ms  Mildred  E.  Chapman 
Dr.  Fred  McCrary 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  V.  a  Franklin 
Mrs  Carasen  McCnlly 
Annie  Mae  Wmver  Sunday 
School,  Calvary  BC 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  J.  &  MePhaU 
Dr.  ft  Mrs  John  McFadden 
Mrs  Barbara  Nanacry  Nettles 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  P.  WhU 
Mr.  Paul  Nnanery 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  P.  WhU 
Mrs  Hazel  P.  Banister 
Helen  Odom 
Eloise  Crossley  SS,  FBC 
Columbus 
T.  U.  Peacock 
Mr.  David  C.  Branham 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Sam  Qnlmby 
Ruth  SS,  FBC  llipelo 
Rnth  SR  FBC  Charlesloo 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Whason  Hemy 
Mr.  A.  W.  SMebotlam 
McGinnis  Lmnber  Company 
Children,  Grandchildren.  Great 
Graadsaa  of  Mr.  ft  Mrs 
Gulledge 

Hr.  ft  Mrs  Robert  A. 
Gulledge 

Mrs  Mildred  Thmcr 
Mrs  Jacquehiw  R  Gaskin 
Mr.  Hardlag  waiters 


Hr.  si  Btrs.  Moran  m.  npe 
Jr. 

Mrs  Arils  (Sybil)  Anderson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Leon  HeWUliams 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  C.  F.  Jackson 

Mr.  Mike  Aatici 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Vteyne  McClain 


Mrs  Christine  Bailey 
Mrs  Ardis  L.  Daves 
Mrs  Robert  F.  BaUard.  Sr. 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Eugene  I.  Fhrr 
Mrs.  NRa  Combs  Ballard 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Ralph  CarroU 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Ballard 
Mrs  Stephen  H.  Bryant 


The  Uoyd  Berch  FhmUy 
Mr.  D.  R  Berry 
Mrs.  S.  R  Culpepper 
Mrs  Rnth  Biedenhm 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  O.  Fowler 
Mrs  Eva  Dewess  Biles 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  BUly  J.  WiUiams 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tbm  Rke 


Phoebe  SS,  FBC  HeComb 
Baddy  Britt 
Ihylor  Baptist  Onirch 
Mr.  Hue  Brock 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  R  H.  MUUs 
Joseph  C.  Brown,  Jr. 

MPftL  Bmployees-Vicksburg 
District 


Truitt  BC 
Ms.  Claadlne  Gary 
The  Serenity  Sunday  SchooL 
FBC  Greenwood 
Mrs.  Annie  Lee  Ham 
Mrs  Jacqueline  R  Gaskin 
lydia  Sunday  School,  Paul 
TYiiittBC 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  V.  O.  Franklin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Cooper  Whllaa 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  W.  C  RusseU 
Hardy  ft  Claadlne  White 
Mrs.  Geraldine  Gray 
Mrs.  VirginU  Woed 
Eloise  Oosaley  Sunday 
School,  FBC,  Cohimbus 


We’^e  Giving  Hope! 

The  Psalmist  prayed  “FOR  THOU,  O  GOD,  ART  MY 
HOPE,  MY  TRUST,  O  LORD,  FROM  MY  YOUTH”. 

— ^  P.salm  71:5 

What  was  it  that  the  Psalmist  feared?  Insecurity, 
loneliness  and  neglect.  He  was  unable  to  protect  him.self 
^  .  .  .  and  afraid  ...  so  he  asked  the  Lord  to  Ije  his  rock  of 
refuge,  his  strong  fortress.  Within  his  prayer  was  a  desire 
to  have  his  dignity  and  self-worth  preserved. 

For  93  years  Mississippi  Baptists  have  provided  that  rock 
of  refuge,  that  safe  fortress  for  children  caught  in  the  grip 
of  insecurity,  loneliness  and  neglect. 

To  take  away  their  fears  and  instill  hopie  for  the  future, 
children  are  provided  the  type  of  care  that  best  meets 
their  needs  through  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village. 

Through  your  Mother’s  Day  Offering  you  will  have  a  part 
in  ministering  to  the  physical,  emotional  and  spiritual 
needs  of  over  600  different  boys  and  girls  during  the 
next  year. 


WE  CAN  REACH  OUR  $230,000  MOTHER’S  DAY 
OFFERING  GOAL: 

•SET  A  GOAL  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH  —  Increased  at  least 
10%  over  last  year’s  actual  gifts. 

•CHALLENGE  EVERY  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MEMBER  — 
Give  Something. 

•  CHALLENGE  ADULTS  —  Give  the  price  of  a  dinner. 
•CHALLENGE  YOUTH  —  Give  the  price  of  a  burger,  fries 
and  a  coke. 

BECOME  T;HE  source  of  a  CHILD’S  HOPE  FOR  THE 
FUTURE! 


You  may  give  your  Mother’s  Day  gift  through  your  church  or 

Mail  it  directly  to: 

The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
P.  O.  Box  27 

,  Clinton,  MS  39060-0027  ^ 
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Thursday.  May  S.  1990 


Devotional 


Blackwater  celebrates  150 


I  remember  mama 


By  P.  J.  Scott 

I  applied  mine  heart  to  know,  and  to  search  and  to  seek  out 
wisdom  ....  Behold,  this  have  I  found,  saith  the  preacher,  counting  one  by 
one,  to  find  out  the  account:  which  yet  my  soul  seeketh,  but  I  find  not:  one 
man  among  a  thousand  have  I  found;  but  a  woman  among  all  those  have  I 
not  found  (Ecclesiastes  7:25a,  27-28). 

This  is  a  tremendous  indictment.  The  preacher  of  Ecclesiastes  seems  to 
have  been  cm  a  treasure  hunt  in  search  of  a  wise  person.  He  could  not  find 
“one  woman  in  a  thousand”  who  sought  diligently  after  wisdom. 

As  1  read  this  passage  and  contemplated  his  thouj^t,  my  |||||||||||||ii|M 


maternal  ^andmother  came  to  mind.  While  I  must  con¬ 
fess  to  being  prejudiced  up  front,  Mama  (Mrs.  George 
Speck  Sr.)  was  an  exceedingly  wise  woman  to  me  as  a  lad 
growing  up  on  a  farm  in  Union  (bounty,  Miss.,  in  the  1940s 
and  19505.  Having  reared  eight  children  during  the  Depres¬ 


sion,  she  had  learned  to  cope  with  circumstances  that  life 
cast  upon  her.  I  was  greatly  impressed  with  her  varied 
abilities,  not  the  least  of  which  was  to  retrieve  a  couple  of 
vanilla  wafers  for  me  when  ^ur  preacher  went  on  a  bit  too 
long  for  my  childish  patience  to  endure. 

My  greatest  memory  of  Mama  was  her  intense  desire 
to  teach  me  the  Scriptures.  There  were  many  lazy  after¬ 
noons  spent  on  the  front  porch  of  the  small  farm  house  with  her  teaching  me 
the  Wo^  of  (]k)d.  I  can  remember  her  telling  me  that  when  she  saw  one  of 
her  sons  or  grandsons  in  the  ministry  she  would  be  ready  to  meet  the  Lord. 
I  am  thankful  to  have  been  the  answer  to  her  prayers.  ,, 

Many  years  have  come  and  gone  since  those  childhood  experiences.  After 
spending  much  of  my  adult  life  in  college  and  seminary,  I  have  not  found 
anything  that  has  surpassed  the  teachings  of  Mama’k  simple  faith.  She  helped 
me  to  discover  a  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ  that  has  stood  the  test  of  time 
and  is  firm  for  eternity. 

The  preacher  of  Ecclesiastes  confessed  that  he  could  not  find  one  wise  per¬ 
son  in  a  thousand.  To  me.  Mama  was  more  than  one  in  a  thousand.  She  was 
a  bright  and  shining  light  in  a  dark  world. 

Scott  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Olive  Branch. 


Scott 


Blackwater  Church 


was  by 

those  who  attended  the  sesquicenten- 

nial  celebration  at  Blackwater  Blackwater’s  two  oldest  members,  Stennis  QuinneHy  and  Winter  Pace,  are  recogniz- 

CJhurch,  Kemper  Association,  which  during  the  d&ys  celebration, 
place  on 

The  SOO-plus  of 

former 

visitors,  friends,  and  former  pastors 
and  staff  members.  The  auditorium 
filled  to  standing-room-only 
capacity  all-day  meeting.  The 
fellowship  memories 

The  two  oldest  members  of  the  cur- 
rent  membership,  Stennis  Quinnelly 
and  Winter  Pace,  were  honored  by  a 
special  announcement  of  their  long 
faithfuLservice.  Words  of  praise 
and  appreciation  were  showed  on 
them  throughout  the  day.  They  were 

pie  social  committee  did  an  ex-  testimonies,  and  the  reflections  from  memories,  but  try  as  we  may,  it  all 
cellent  Job  under  leadership  of  the  co-  former  pastors  and  staff  members  had  to  come  to  an  end.  Solomon  said 
chairpersons,  Mary  Otis  Brown  and  contributed  to  a  beautiful  day  in  the  it  so  well  in  Proverbs  16:24,  “Pleasant 
Seleta  Egbert.  The  committee  fed  Lord.  We  all  glimpsed  a  sample  of  words  are  as  an  honeycomb,  sweet  to 
over  300  pe<^e  without  a  single  what  heaven  must  be  like  The  time  the  soul  and  health  to  the  bones.”  Hap- 
kncmn  complaint.  The  food  was  passed  so  quibkly.  The  day  was  over  py  birthday,  Blackwater!  May  your 
delicious,  and  everyone  had  plenty  to  before  ai^ne  really  got  tired.  Even  fight  continue  to  shine 

the  small  children  were  still  going  Egbert  was  a  member  of  the  Ses- 

The  congregational  singing,  the  strong  at  the  end  of  the  day.  quicentennial  Committee  at 

special  music,  the  messages,  the  So  many  friends  and  so  many  Blackwater  Church. 


Missionary  news 


IJoD^lir  hfliit  Teresa  Bolls,  mis 


North  Delta  men  build 
church  in  Suuizona,  Arizona 

A  team  of  volunteers  from  North  friendliest,  warmest,  and  most 
Delta  Assocation  in  Mississippi  went  generous  people  we  have  ever  met.” 
to  First  (Thurch,  Sunizona,  Ariz.  in  Wheli  they  got  into  their  van  to  leave, 
February  to  help  build  a  new  there  were  some  wet  eyes  on  both 
sanctuary.  sides. 

The  men  did  in  four  days  what  it  A  representative  of  First  Church, 
probably  would  have  taken  the  church  Sunizona,  wrote,  “V/e  would  like  to 
four  months  to.  do  with  its  own  thank  not  only  the  men  from 
resources,  said  'an  Arizonan.  Men  Mississippi,  tnit  also  their  church^  # 
from  seven  Mississippi  churches  for  letting  them  come.  Thanks  to 
went.  There  were  pastors,  farmers,  Paynes  Church  in  Charleston,  Rena 
and  a  fireman;  some  were  retired.  Lara  Church,  Lyon  (Jhurch,  (Trowder 

One  of  the  men  commented  that  (Thurch,  First  Church  of  Lambert, 
th^  probably  got  more  out  of  these  Lula  Church,  and  ^erry  Street 
mission  trips  than  the  churches  did.  Church  in  Clarksdale”  ^ 

He  said  ^at  they  have  had  men  ac-  Sunglow  Mission  Ranch  opened  its  i 
cept  Christ  after  going  on  one  of  the  doors  to  these  men  and  gave  them  a 
trips.  ^  place  to  stay.  .  ’ 

Not  only  did  the  men  of  the .  When  the  team  arrived,  only  the  • 

Sumzona^  church  rub  shoulders  and  shell  of  the  building  was  up.  They  put  < 
work  with  the  Baptist  men  of  up  partitions,  built  a  platform,  did  ’ 
Mississippi.  During  the  week  the  electrical  work,  put  up  and  finished 
wom,en  of  First  Church,  Sunizona,  sheet  rock,  and  installed  lighting 
cooked  and  served  lunches  and  sup-  fixtures. 

pers.  Nobody  went  hungry.  In  fact,  so-  The  North  Delta  Association  paid  C 
meone  reported,  the  food  was  so  good  the  transportation  expenses.  The  men  f 
that  everybody  finished  the  week  a  traveled  in  vans  provided  by  Crowder 
couple  of  pounds  heavier.  and  Lyon  churches. 

When  the  men  had  finished  their  Carl  Russell,  pastor,  Sunizona 
last  day  of  work  there,  one  said.  CJhurch,  said  these  men  saved  them 
“We’ve  been  in  a  lot  of  churches  in  a  several  thousand  dollars  in  labor  con-  . 
lot  of  places ;  but  this  church  was  the  struction  costs. 


combat  a  measles 
epidemic  in  Ghana. 


.Moore 


Rret  Church,  Sunizona,  Arizona 


